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Christmas Lights Competition
With pelting rain and gusting winds, the
18th December was not the best evening
to judge the Christmas lights! However,
the judges braved the elements and really
enjoyed taking the time to appreciate all
the effort that had gone in to creating the
beautiful displays and lights. We gave
scores for creativity, neatness and the
overall impression with additional points
if there were homemade or recycled
decorations used.

There were so many lovely displays
that the scoring was very tight, and
we had to revisit 8 houses to make
the final decision! So we’re
delighted to announce that the
winner of the first prize goes to 82
Puriton Park with an impressive
creation from the top of the house
to the end of the garden! Only 1
point behind was 8 Hillside Crescent
with a display that appeals to those who are young at heart and the second runner
up, only two points behind the winner, was 31 Greenacres. The photograph doesn’t
really capture how lovely this display was in its simplicity and elegance.

Well done everyone!
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From the Editor...
It feels like a long time since the last issue, I hope that everyone had a good
Christmas and New Year. The village is waking up and Spring is in the air. The
daffodils are looking amazing, and the birds are singing.

However since starting to put this newsletter together there have been
developments with the Covid-19 virus, and understandably the community is
concerned. Showing true community spirit though, the offers of help have started
to flood in, and people are reaching out to neighbours and friends. From
experience I know that the local businesses will be doing their utmost to help
everyone out as well. Please do reach out if you find you need support, the
community is here.

Please be aware that sometimes plans have to change and therefore anything that
is published in this newsletter may be subject to change. That is certainly worth
bearing in mind at the moment. We promote village events in this newsletter in
good faith but it’s not our fault if plans have to change so the information we have
printed is incorrect. Most village events are organised by volunteers and
sometimes life just gets in the way. Sometimes things need to be changed for
other reasons, such as due to health restrictions, as may well be the case at the
moment. So please always check beforehand!

Keep well and look after yourselves.

Best wishes,
Jessica Cather puritonnews@gmail.com

If you are new to the village and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, please email:

Nik Lewin: nik.suzuki.65@gmail.com or
Denise Eggington puritonbrownowl@gmail.com
and we will get one to you as soon as possible.
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Dates for your Diaries
Thursday 26 March Coffee morning. 10am until 12 noon at Puriton Sports Centre (at
the bowling club).
Thursday 26 March Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 9 April Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 23 April Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 7 May Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 9 May Flower Show Plant Sale. 10am-12 noon at Puriton Village Hall. More
details page 15.
Sunday 10 May VE Day Anniversary. 2-6pm at Puriton Village Hall. More details pg 9.
Thursday 21 May Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 4 June Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Tuesday 9 June Defibrillator Awareness Session. 5.30-6.30pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Contact Sally 01934 221659.
Thursday 18 June Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 8 August Puriton Flower Show. 2pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Saturday 15 August Puriton Party in the Park at Puriton Village Hall.

*PLEASE DOUBLE CHECK ANY EVENT IS RUNNING*



6

Chairman’s Round Up
Hi folks,

Let’s hope the last of the bad weather has passed us by. The village has seen some
recent events that have caused several issues with our community and everything
seems to be happening at once.

Gravity Access Road
Gravity have made themselves well known with truck movements and the works
on the road. They presented their proposals for the Puriton and Woolavington
village enhancements at a recent event at the 37 Club. The speed limit will be
reduced to 20 mph in areas close to where students cross the road for school and
speed buffers are to be installed to reduce speed further. There will be raised areas
at the Rye, Newlyn Crescent and Rowlands Rise junctions with Riverton Road to
show that this is the centre of the village. This should prompt drivers to slow down.
We have only seen the paper plans so far. The road surface finish has been
discussed but has yet to be decided upon. Further news on this when we get it.

Proposed New Development
We have been approached by a company called Gladman about a possible
development of ‘up to 145 houses’ on fields just past Puriton Park. Gladman is a
‘middle-man’ company who apply for outline planning permission on behalf of a
landowner and then, if successful, sell the site on to a developer. Members of the
Parish Council were invited to a closed meeting with Gladman representatives and
were shown some very preliminary plans. At that stage, they were ‘only’ talking
about some 120 houses. Many, if not all, residents will have received a copy of
Gladman’s leaflet about the development and will have been directed to their
website where they can make comments. The Parish Council will consider the
outline planning application once it has been submitted to Sedgemoor District
Council. We will notify you when this happens. We have asked our Neighbourhood
Planning Team to stay in contact with Gladman while they are consulting with the
Parish Council.

I’m sure all of you are aware of the progress of the road to the old ROF site and
some of the inconvenience that has been caused, including the closure of
Woolavington Road. By the time you read this, I hope the road will be very near to
reopening. Unfortunately, the Parish Council had no power to stop the closure. We
have contacted both Gravity and the contractor, Alun Griffiths, concerning mud on
the road and hours of work, whenever we have been approached by residents.
Road cleaning does seem to have improved, and we hope the disruption caused
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to residents who live near the site hasn’t been too much of a burden. There are
only a few more months to go, so hold on in there.

COVID-19
As I write this, the corona virus pandemic is beginning to affect our lives. We are
all watching with disbelief the impact this is having on our European neighbours
and others around the world. Every day a new set of guidelines seems to come
from the government; we can only follow those guidelines and hope that it will
pass quickly. Having aged parents and friends who are over 70, I am aware of the
difficulties they may face as the epidemic progresses through society. All we can
ask as a Parish Council is that we all look out for each other, especially those that
are in isolation and our more mature neighbours who may be more vulnerable to
the virus. I have seen how compassionate people are in this village. Please do not
be afraid to ask for help if you are in isolation or avoiding close contact. You will
see posters in the Butchers and the Post Office concerning a growing group of
villagers who are offering to help those less able to get out, and you may feel able
to volunteer your services. Keep an eye out if you haven’t seen someone for a
while. Don’t be afraid to knock on the door or ring up your neighbour for a chat.
There is little more I can add at this time as we are still rather in limbo as to what
happens next. I wish each and every one of you good luck and good health.

Village Improvements
On a less ominous note, the Parish Council are undertaking some improvements
to paths around the village. We have just had the stream which runs along the
footpath from Woolavington Road to Purewell cleared of brambles etc., and new
steps have been installed at the Purewell end. More work is planned for the steps
from Webbers Way to the footpath leading to the school behind Rowlands Rise.
We have also arranged for scalpings to be put down along this very muddy path to
improve access. The road contractor, Alun Griffiths, has kindly offered to supply
and distribute the scalpings, helped by Chris, our wonderful Village Ranger. We’ll
let you know in advance when this will happen.

Council Tax: The Parish Council Precept
Since the 2020-21 Council Tax bills arrived, there has been some criticism from
residents regarding the increase in the precept (the proportion of your council tax
that goes to the Parish Council). This is quite understandable. The first year I joined
the Parish Council, I was informed that the precept hadn’t been raised for about
five years. During the government’s period of austerity, parish councils were faced
with doing a lot of things that had previously been carried out by county or district
councils. For example, we pay for extra cuts of the verges, carried out by our Village
Ranger or by Sedgemoor District Council’s Clean Surroundings Department. We
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have also installed extra dog waste bins and pay for these to be emptied. The Parish
Council finances projects and gives grants to local clubs and groups—one fabulous
example being Puriton Borrow a Book Club, set up by Claire Baker on own drive
and widely appreciated in the community. We agreed to subsidise this year’s VE
Day event organised by the WI. Other local enhancements and improvements the
Council has undertaken include repairs to the wall around the village green or
triangle and the upkeep of the new community orchard. We are installing
energy-saving LED streetlights in Manse Lane as these lights are the Parish Council’s
responsibility. All of this costs money. We are lucky in that Puriton Playing Fields
charity maintains the majority of the open spaces, although we do help them out
with grass cutting etc.

The Parish Council have created a 4-year plan based on the feedback that the
Neighbourhood Planning Group received from the community. A lot of our
projections for future spending are therefore based on the community’s
aspirations, and this is how the figure for the precept is arrived at. Our agendas
and minutes of meetings are all posted on the notice boards around the village and
are available on the Parish Council website. Our meetings are held at 7pm on the
second Tuesday of every month in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings and our finances, by law, must be
transparent and available to the public.

We are an open and caring council, and we carry out this role as councillors with
no renumeration as we love our community. Sandra, Julie and Judith are fabulous
at responding to any queries raised on the Puriton People or Puriton News
Facebook groups, and our Clerk keeps the website up to date. We may not be able
to respond to every demand or query immediately as we operate as a collective,
and all decisions are made as one body and have to be accurate. Despite that, we
try to respond as quickly as we can. If anyone would like to stand at the next
election, please don’t hesitate to do so.

Pump Track
Last but not least, the pump track project at the Sports Centre is moving forward,
and our application for a Viridor grant has passed the second stage. There are,
however, many applicants, and we won’t hear until April if we have been successful.
Our application for more funds from Villages Together is also ongoing. We are
currently looking at alternative sources of funding should these applications fail.

In these difficult times, I wish the very best of health to you all and hope we see
each other on the other side of this epidemic very soon.  Simon Langley



9

VE Day 75th Anniversary
When VE Day dawns in May 2020 it will be 75
years since the guns fell silent at the end of the
war in Europe. Years of carnage and destruction
had come to an end and millions of people took
to the streets and pubs to celebrate peace, mourn their loved
ones and to hope for the future.

The 75th anniversary will provide our nation, and our friends
around the world, with an opportunity to reflect on the
enormous sacrifice, courage and determination of people from
all walks of life who saw us through this dark and terrifying period.

It will be an opportunity for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were
made at home and abroad and to joyously celebrate as people did 75 years ago,
the arrival of peace in Europe.

Puriton WI supported by Puriton Parish Council
and Villages Together are planning a celebration

for the whole village on Sunday 10th May at
Puriton Village Hall, 2pm – 6pm.

There will be lots going on for all the family, and of course,
the WI will be serving tea and home-made cake.

There will be lots of entertainment for the
children including a Circus Entertainer who

will be showing and teaching his circus
skills throughout the afternoon.

We hope you will come and join us.
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Fresh from the Oven
An Easter biscuit recipe found from Hobbs House Bakery. If you cannot source

cassia oil, mixed spice is a good substitute. Cassia oil is closely related to
cinnamon and is similarly derived from tree bark. The process involves subjecting

the bark to high heat and moisture which draws out the oil.

EASTER BISCUITS
100g golden caster sugar
1 egg
¹/₂ tsp baking powder
80g currants
100g butter
250g plain flour
1-2 tbsp milk
1tsp mixed spice
or a tiny drop cassia oil

Makes 12 biscuits

Method:

● Preheat your oven to 200oC and line a baking tray with greaseproof paper.
● Beat the sugar and butter together, then add the beaten egg.
● Fold in the flour, baking powder and spice or cassia oil.
● Add milk as necessary to form a rollable dough.
● Knead in the currants.
● On a floured surface, roll dough to approximately 5mm thick.
● Cut out biscuits and place on the tray.
● Bake until the edges are golden, about 12 minutes.
● Remove from the oven and sprinkle with caster sugar

Sue Lukins

Happy Easter
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Puriton Church
We said goodbye to Rev Doris during the Christmas period. The Crib Service,
Midnight Mass and Carol Services were well attended, a fitting way to wish her
well in retirement after 10 years working hard in our Parish.

The process of finding a replacement is long and drawn out. The current plan is for
us with Pawlett to join the Woolavington, Cossington and Bawdrip group (they
have already been without a vicar for 12 months). A Priest will then be responsible
for all 5 parishes – maybe with an assistant.

In the meantime initially for 6 months the Rev Chris Keys from Westonzoyland will
oversee Puriton.

For all Church enquiries you can contact:

Rev Chris Keys: 01278 691098, 07850 267398, chris.keys@me.com

Peter Russ (Church Council): 01278 684221, 07514 227796,
peterruss64@gmail.com

Services for Puriton Church
All services will be at 10.00am

March

29 March Chris Keys Benefice Service Pawlett will join us

April
No first Sunday service

12 April
Easter Sunday Morey Andrews Holy Communion Sunday School

19 April Andrew Stevens Said Communion
May

3 May Chris Keys Holy Communion Sunday School
17 May Andrew Stevens Said Communion

June
7 June Morey Andrews Holy Communion Sunday School

21 June 2020 Chris Keys Said Communion
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I Know a Woman Who…
Has spent all of her life in the village but who could so easily have been brought up
speaking nederlands and eating oliebollen and erwtensoep had her father returned
to Holland after the war with his English bride.

The lady in question’s family has lived in the area for generations – her great
grandfather’s family originated from Stogursey and her grandparents lived in
Downend. Grandmother Linda was the youngest of sixteen children and of those
who survived through to adulthood, one is commemorated on the village war
memorial having lost his life during World War One and another, Frank, returned
from the same war minus an arm and spent this working life as the local postman.

Linda married and gave birth to a daughter, Millicent. It is here that the adventure
begins.

In May 1940 the German army invaded Holland and five years of occupation began.
The Dutch royal family fled to London, a government in exile was established with
Queen Wilhelmina as the leader and the Dutch resistance began to operate. A
young Dutchman, Carl Linden, who had completed his apprenticeship as a pastry
chef and who had experience of sailing was unable to find work and together with
his brother John signed up as a crewman on the Swiss registered SS St. Cergue
whose final destination was to be New York. On the day of departure as the crew
was preparing the ship to leave, a man was smuggled on board past the two German
guards and hidden below. The man turned out to be Erik Hazelhoff Roelfzema an
important member of the Dutch resistance who later became a pilot in the R.A.F.
He worked with the Dutch resistance unit in London and became adjutant to Queen
Wilhelmina, hence becoming an influential member of the Dutch government which
had sought refuge in London. The Germans would dearly have loved to capture
him. Shortly after leaving Rotterdam the German guards on board were
overpowered, put in a rowing boat and left to fend for themselves on the North
Sea. The ship changed course to the Faroe Islands and delivered Erik into safe hands.
The boat’s next stop - America.

Having sailed across the Atlantic the crew reported to the American authorities
who, because the men had no identity papers, treated them with suspicion until
they could verify their story.  Once cleared to leave, Carl and John joined the British
Merchant Navy and spent the remainder of the war sailing in naval convoys across
the Atlantic and around the world. One of their trips brought them to Dunball and
during one evening spent in The Greenhill Arms - now called the Admiral’s Table -
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they met an English girl, Millicent, and her best friend, Ruby. One wedding took
place in 1945 and the other took place in 1946. One couple returned to Holland
which was recovering from five years of German occupation and the other stayed
in Downend. Life on dry land was not easy for a man who had spent so many years
at sea and after a short time as a painter and decorator Carl rejoined the Merchant
Navy delivering oil from Rotterdam on a route via Dunball. This meant that he could
see his family in Holland on a regular basis. He sailed until 1963 and then went to
work as a painter at Hinkley B.

The parish has changed dramatically since those days. Then you needed the fingers
of both hands to count the number of farms, the motorway had yet to cut the
village in two, fields didn’t have houses on them , children could safely go off to
play and the village bobby knew everybody and everything. Millicent’s daughter
grew up here during those times, married a man who helped to build that
motorway, raised a family and moved house seven times within the village. She
spent her working life in accountancy and auditing with the firm Butterworth and
Jones and so if you are looking for someone to sort out your VAT, I know where
she lives! Cllr John Lunn
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An Ode to Spring
Winter time is nearly ending

We begin to fix and start our mending
We clear and declutter

Remove things that don’t matter
Gardens will soon be in bloom
As we all see less of the moon

We hope the storms and the rain
Go back where they came

So spring can arise
And brighten our lives!
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Puriton Flower Show
Hi Everyone,

I have good news! We have recruited several new
members to the Committee including a new Treasurer.
This means we can go ahead with plans for 2020. We will
be holding our annual Plant Sale on Saturday 9 May in the
Village Hall from 10.00am until 12.00 noon. Entry is free.
There will be many varieties of hanging basket and
bedding plants for sale, also we will have a selection of vegetable plants. These are
good quality reasonably priced plants grown at a local Nursery or by our members.
I know you can purchase plants at many outlets now but please come and look at
ours and support us.  No obligation to buy. This sale is one of the Flower Show
Committee’s main fund raising events. All profits go to ensuring the future of the
Show we all love. An added incentive is the chance to purchase refreshments.

A Date for your Diary: The Annual Flower Show will be held on Saturday 8 August
at 2.00pm in the Village Hall. There will be a Car Boot on the field. A Schedule will
be delivered to every house in Puriton and Downend nearer the time.

Look forward to seeing you. Janet Williams, Secretary
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Potting Shed Tips… Growing Your Own
With food miles a concern for many of us there really is
no better time than now to start growing your own fruit
and vegetables. Yes, anyone can do it with whatever
space you have, whether it be a garden, allotment or
simply recycling the plastic packaging tubs from the
supermarket and using your window sill.

Growing fruit and vegetables is easy and you can get started now despite the cold
and damp weather we have been experiencing. Lettuce, peppers, tomatoes and
sweetcorn can be sown indoors on a seed tray on a warm windowsill to get them
started, before planting out in the next few months when the weather is warmer.

Packets of tomato seeds have on average between 20 and 100 seeds so they are
really great value, and you also have the satisfaction that, once grown, it is fruit to
plate in just a few food steps, helping the environment and your pocket. From
sweet cherry tomatoes which can also be grown in a hanging basket, to plum
tomatoes, perfect for pasta sauces and summer salads, the choice is huge.

Peppers and chillis come in many different colours, shapes and sizes, and are not
only decorative but extremely tasty. These need a long growing season, so start
sowing now and you could be still picking well into the autumn. Just remember,
when growing and handling chillis, wash your hands thoroughly and avoid touching
your eyes. The smaller the chilli, the
hotter it can be, don't let them fool you.

Exotic fruit can be expensive to buy so
grow your own goji berries, blueberries,
strawberries, and raspberries, all of which
can be grown in a pot and are a welcome
addition to your summer meals, both
adding colour and lots of health benefits.
Strawberries add a nice touch to your

Pimm’s or prosecco when
you are relaxing in the
summer sunshine.

Get started now and look
forward to reaping your
benefits.

Sarah Phillips

Jo's
Mobile

Hairdressing
Ladies, gentlemen

 & children

Friendly & reliable service
Fully qualified & insured

Tel: 01278 683016
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Puriton In Days Gone By…

1.  Old school room
(by the Village
Green) just
before
demolition.

2. Church
fundraising
event with Rev
Beck  (1970s).

3. Village Green with
school and the new
vicarage.
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4. Mr Hill - the
village butcher

5. The Mitchells
- the village
bakers

6. Mr Doug
Jeanes - the
village
milkman

Thanks to Peter
Russ for finding

these old images!
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Puriton Girlguiding
1st Puriton Guides

The guides have had a busy few weeks. We held a fundraising coffee and
cake event for charity which the girls organised themselves and raised a
massive £183 to be split between the Food Bank and Kidzcan.  As a result
they were invited to the Food Bank to see behind the scenes and find out
how they help local people.

We were also very lucky to have a donation from Villages Together to take
the guides to London which we did during February half term. We had a
guided tour of the Houses of Parliament, plenty of sightseeing and were
lucky enough to see the Changing of the Guard.  We had an evening at the
theatre to see Wicked and ended the weekend with a trip to the Natural
History Museum. Photos from this trip are on page 43.

New members are always welcome. We meet every 1st Saturday of the
month in the Clist Room from 12pm till 3pm. Guides is for girls between the
ages of 10-14 years old.

Karen Purchase (Kingfisher)

kingfisherpuriton@gmail.com

Sunshine Pre-School
Pre-school are holding Moo Music sessions

 on the following dates:

Wednesday 22, 29 April, 6, 13, and 20 May

Sessions will start at 10.30am, will last about 45 minutes, and will cost £3.

This will include a drink and a biscuit afterwards.

Everyone is welcome with your little ones.
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Knitted Easter Chicks
(to fit over a crème egg)

You will need :
Yellow Double Knitting yarn, UK size 11 needles, orange felt for the beaks,
black thread for the eyes, cotton wool balls for the heads, coloured ribbon
for the necks, and one crème egg per chick

● Cast on 26 stitches.  Knit 1 row.
● Increase 1 stitch at the beginning of every row until there are 42 stitches

on the needle.
● Cast off 11 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows (20 stitches).
● Increase 1 stitch at the beginning of the next 4 rows (24 stitches).
● Knit 4 rows.
● Knit 2, then Knit 2 together to last 2 stitches.  Knit 2 (14 stitches).
● Knit 4 rows.
● Knit 2, then Knit 2 together to last 2 stitches.  Knit 2.  Cut yarn leaving

sufficient yarn to sew up.
● Draw yarn through remaining stitches and pull tight.
● Sew with that piece of yarn around the edge of work to the beginning

stitch, leaving the cast on edge open so that a crème egg can be inserted.
● Stuff the head with a cotton wool ball and sew around the neck and

gather it in.
● Sew 2 eyes with fine black yarn or thread, and stick or sew a small

diamond shaped piece of orange felt for the beak.  (Try a few beaks to get
the size right.)

● Tie a thin piece of ribbon around the neck and tie in a bow.

Tip!

Try one crème egg for size.

You should be able to hold the chick by its
head without the egg falling out!

Kerry Chaplin
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Oliver Strawbridge
13 September 1989 – 23 December 2019

Oliver, who sadly died just before Christmas,
lived his entire life in Puriton. After attending
Puriton Primary School, Oliver went on to
Bishop Fox’s School in Taunton. Oliver had
additional educational needs and was not
expected to achieve any GCSEs. However, he
worked very hard and attained several passes
at the age of 16, serving as a school prefect
from age 15, and receiving the Taunton
Mayor’s Award.

Oli was also a recipient of the Diana Award
(established in memory of Princess Diana in
recognition of young people’s achievements
in social action or humanitarian work). After
receiving that award, Oli continued to
support the organisation, helping them with
their award ceremonies and raising funds.

Upon leaving school, Oli attended Bridgwater College to study social care and retail
issues, after which he went to work at Sainbury’s, initially on a voluntary basis and
then as an employee. He was a valued member of staff at the Bridgwater store for
over nine years.

Oli always enjoyed being part of a team, Bridgwater & Albion Rugby Club, the school
football team, and North Petherton Cricket Club being some examples. He was a
parish councillor for four years and he enjoyed helping with Puriton Party in the
Park. Oli was also a member of Burnham-on-Sea & District Lions Club. One of Oli’s
enthusiasms was collecting Eddie Stobart model vehicles, which he displayed at
Truck Fest as far afield as Peterborough.

Oli’s wide range of interests and ability to make friends was reflected in the
attendance at his funeral at St. Michael & All Angels Church. He is much missed.
Oli’s family are very grateful for the support and friendship he was given during his
life, and for the kind messages they have received.

Information supplied by Nigel and Heather Strawbridge



22

Regular Events
VILLAGE HALL
Parish Council Meeting 2nd Tues of month 7pm
Puriton Afternoon Club Every other Thurs, 2.30-4.30 Grace: 683355
WI  First Tuesday in month, 7.30 Vicci: 420755
Rainbows (age 5-7)  Tuesdays, 5.00-6.00 Denise: 07889 202068
Brownies (age 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 Denise: 07889 202068
Sunshine Pre-school  Mon, Wed & Fri, 9.00-3.00pm 07746 487759
(age 2 - school age) Tue & Thur 9.00-1.00pm
Line Dancing Social  2nd Friday, 8.00-11.00 Debbie Statton 788825
Bingo  Every Monday, 7.00 for 7.30  Ivy Ryan: 455393
Puriton Players Thursday evenings Alan Scott: 07734 357981
Woolavington Youth Theatre Friday 5.00-6.30pm

CLIST CHURCH ROOM
Coffee Stop  Tuesdays, 10.30-12.00  All welcome
MU Bring & Buy & Coffee Last Tuesday in month
Patchwork & Quilting  Tuesdays, 7.15-9.15  Lin Fry: 691398
Bell Ringing  Mon 7.30  Norman Salter: 684050
(at the Church Tower) (newcomers welcome)
Social Arts & Crafts Group Alternate Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 Robin 684700
Puriton Guides 1st Saturday in month Karen 07811 004531
 Kingfisherpuriton@gmail.com
Tai Chi/Qigong Mondays 9.30-10.15 Gemma Carpenter:
  07989 371796
Coffee @ the Clist Some Thursdays 2.00-4.00pm Sue Wood: 686921

PURITON INN
Charity Quiz Alternate Wednesdays Pete 684757

OTHER ACTIVITIES/SERVICES
Hunny Bears Daily 8.00-6.00 Lorraine Toms: 683512
(age 2 - school age) (including school holidays)
Slimming World Thursdays 7pm Meet at 37 Club
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SPORTS CENTRE
Puriton Bowling Club All day, every day Derek Clarke: 683882
Puriton Gold Archery Club Tues & Fri, 7.00-9.00pm Keith: 284063
Coastal Archers Weds 7-9pm, Winter Only Robin Leveridge:
 robin9longbowsrus@btinternet.com
Puriton Amateur Boxing  Thurs evenings Rob Haddon: 07950 909247
Line Dancing Monday evenings Debbie: 788825
Whist Monday & Thursday pm Derek: 683882
Table Tennis Weds pm  Sue Wood: 686921
 or by arrangement
Pilates with Sara Saturdays 8.30-9.30am Sara Marsh:
 Bring a mat and turn up 07887 560278
Pilates with Gemma Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am Gemma: 07989 371796
 Tuesdays 11am-12 noon Debbie: 07931 756554
 (beginners course) Call Debbie to book a place
 Wednesdays 7.45-8.45pm
Puriton Happy Tots (parent-led toddler group) Rachel Addinall: 687297
 Friday 9.45am-11.30am
Victoria Park Rangers FC  (Juniors)  Jason Bale: 07786 851710
Ballroom & Sequence Dance Friday evenings  Margaret Brown: 685125
Cross40fitness Various times Phil Heyward: 07824 999570
  cross40fitness@gmail.com

HIRE CHARGES
Facility Contact Charge
Village Hall Kim: 07419 842834  £15.00/hour (private function)
 *new bookings clerk to come* £10.00/hour (Hall & Kitchen)
 Enquire for regular user rates £8.00/hour (Committee Room)
School Hall Reception: 683630 or £7.50/hour
 office@puriton.somerset.sch.uk
Clist Church Room Mrs A Russ: 684221 £6.00/hour
Sports Centre Judith Fletcher 685242 please enquire when booking
 prices may be subject to VAT
 Two meeting rooms available, a large function room/kitchen
 Also Sports Hall is very suitable for a kids’ party.
 puritonplayingfields@gmail.com
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Simon Langley
8 Riverton Road
Puriton TA7 8BW
Tel: 683007
Email: simonlangley.ppc@gmx.com

Judith Fletcher
Congregation House
9A Woolavington Road
Puriton TA7 8BE
Tel: 685242
Email: judithfletcherppc@gmx.com

Sandra Tizzard
4 Middle Street
Puriton TA7 8AU
Tel: 685355
Email: sandratizzardppc@gmx.com

Mark Healey
Tel: 685368
Email: markhealey@gmx.com

John Lunn
Tel: 324351
Email: johnlunnppc@gmx.com

Julie Coleman
Email: juliecolemanppc@gmx.com



25

Barrie Crow
Email: barriecrowppc@gmx.com

Vanda Crow
Email: vandacrowppc@gmx.com

Dawn Saunders
Email: dawnsaundersppc@gmx.com

Parish Clerk:
Sally Diaz
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
01934 221659

From the Clerk’s Desk
Thankfully we are heading out of winter and into Spring. The start of a new financial
year is upon us and the Council have started plans for the village tidy up.
Contractors have begun the clean up on the Culvert on the footpath between
Woolavington Road and Purewell. The steps in Purewell will also be improved and
work started on 9 March. There will be new LED streetlights in Manse Lane to
replace the old ones which are more environmentally friendly.
The Parish Council are renewing the defibrillator contract and defibrillator training
will be available on 9 June from 5.30-6.30pm at the Village Hall. It is free to take
part and you could save a life, email me to book your place!
The Parish website provides up to date news in the area, and you can subscribe by
visiting www.puritonparishcouncil.org, it has useful guides, news and information
on current issues in the Sedgemoor area.
Enjoy the longer days, the hope of sunshine and the onset of bank holiday
weekends! Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk
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How to Report Anti-Social Behaviour
in the Sedgemoor Area

● Abandoned vehicles
● Dog fouling
● Drugs paraphernalia
● Fly tipping
● Graffiti
● Harassment, intimidation or

threats

● Litter
● Uncontrolled animals
● Underage drinking
● Urinating in public
● Vandalism

If, for example, you see a dog owner allow their dog to foul the pavement and he
or she does not pick it up, you have every right to report that individual to the local
council either through its website www.sedgemoor.gov.uk or by phone 0300 303
7800. You will be asked for information about the incident and whether you can
identify the owner but you will not have to share your contact details.

Offence Fixed Penalty Reduced Penalty
for Early Payment

Maximum Fine on
Conviction

Fly Tipping £400 £250 £50000

Dropping Litter £75 £50 £2500

Fly Posting £75 £50 £2500

Graffiti £75 £50 £2500

Dog Fouling £75 £50 £1000

Abandonment of a
vehicle £200 £120 £2500

Smoking Ban
Offences £50 £30 £200
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A Night at the Pantomime…
I took my tribe to see our village pantomime while it was on: Robin Hood and the
Babes in the Wood. I had no idea what to expect this year - it was one of the only
times in recent years that my children haven’t been involved.

The hall was looking awesome, as ever, with the new chairs looking great. We
noticed someone in the audience with a notebook - some judge or other - so our
hearts were slightly in our throats on behalf of the cast!

We didn’t need to worry though, the show was really excellent! The chorus was
loud, enthusiastic, confident, and looked stunning. There were lots of roles, and
they were all well cast to suit the actors. The funny characters were entertaining,
the baddies were both scary and slightly inept, the fairy was beautiful (and left a
lingering smell of air freshener!), the romantic moments were sweet and over the
top, the pantomime tradition of cross dressing was going strong and ended up
getting quite confusing, Alan’s Dame costumes were almost larger than life as he
is, and Marshall was amazing and nearly did the splits!

Having had family involved in panto for a while now I do sometimes find the same
jokes come up time and time again, but
this year had a freshness to it, and had
some very entertaining moments. Also
the lighting was really effective, which
I hope comes across in the photos
opposite (thanks to Abi Jones for them).
We didn’t notice the prompt being
needed at all (that’s a first!), nor the
massive scenery changes (which were
beautifully decorated, as ever).

Well done to all involved! We had a
great night, we even won a few
interesting prizes on the raffle, and had
a nice cuppa with the WI, and we’re
really looking forward to the next one
(oh yes we are!).

Jessica Cather
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Gravity News
February has been a busy month at Gravity. The Link Road is on track and you can
see the latest videos of the road being built on our website.  We have salvaged
quite a bit of material from the former ROF site to make the Link Road, including:

● 8,000 Tonnes of concrete

● 140,000 Tonnes of earth bund material is being used to create a landscaped
visibility barrier and noise attenuation feature on the link road

On Monday 24th February, Gravity’s Co-CEO, Martin Bellamy was interviewed by
the BBC regarding how the government’s plan to level up Britain needs to be
extended across the whole country - not just the North.

This piece will focus on:

● Transport infrastructure in the South West, particularly Somerset

● How new bus, road and rail links might help boost local businesses

● How this will create jobs and improve the county’s economy

● How will this create an opportunity for training for young people.

You can search for the interview on the BBC News website from 27th February.

Finally, we are delighted to support a pioneering project in Bridgwater called ‘100
Women First’. The project is to meet women being helped back into paid
employment. The programme is due to be aired on the BBC West Politics show and
will feature Rita Todd, who drives once of the trucks currently being used on the
Link Road.

For all the latest news,
please visit our web-site
www.thisisgravity.co.uk.
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7 Facts about Spring
1. Contrary to belief, Spring isn’t the start of pollen season!

Some plants actually start releasing pollen as early as January, meaning hay
fever isn’t a good excuse for no outdoor runs this season!

2. You’re more likely to see snow at Easter than in Winter!

Puzzled? Records show that snow or sleet falls on average 3.9 days in
December, compared to 4.2 days in March so statistically speaking, it’s true.
However, April only has 2.3 days on average so it really depends on when Easter
falls.

3. Spring fever is not just a saying.

According to experts our body’s makeup changes in spring due to a change in
our diet, hormone production and temperature.

4. Spring marks 6 months of uninterrupted daylight in the North Pole and 6
months of darkness for the South Pole

Imagine waking up, going to work, going out in the evening, sleeping and waking
up again all in daylight! Or what your utility bills would be like after 6 months
of darkness! This phenomenon is due to the axis of the earth tilting toward the
sun in the spring.

5. The first day of Spring in the Northern Hemisphere is actually the first day of
Autumn in the Southern Hemisphere!

This is the same for Winter & Summer too.

6. Before it was called Spring, the season was known as Lent or Lenten.

7. The first spring flowers are typically dandelions, daffodils, lilacs, lilies, iris and
tulips, among some others. In Japan, the cherry blossom is not only its national
flower, but its arrival in March or April also signals the start of spring.

Provided by

www.activeluton.co.uk/blog/7-
interesting-facts-about-spring 
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Puriton Nature Network (PNN) was founded last
summer with the aim of making the village a
better place for wildlife. This involves improving
our gardens as well as public spaces in and
around the village.

In the UK, gardens make up an area larger than all National Nature Reserves
combined, and so provide a huge opportunity for helping wildlife and combating
the challenges the natural world is facing nowadays. Making even small changes
to your garden can be of huge benefit to wildlife, such as leaving some areas of
grass to grow longer, providing shelter for invertebrates and animals like hedgehogs
which feed on them. Ponds make a fantastic addition to any garden and don’t have
to be a particularly large. Even an old washing up bowl can be a pond, not only
providing habitat for all sorts of aquatic species but also a valuable water source
for other animals too. With any size pond, it’s important to include some stones
or similar to make sure animals can get in and out of the water. PNN will hopefully
be running informative sessions on these things over the next few months.

Beyond our gardens, there are several areas around the village which could provide
a diverse range of habitats for wildlife, and PNN will be looking for volunteers to
help transform some of our green spaces in the area. It’s important that habitats
are well connected so that wildlife can move between them safely, so planting
trees and seeding roadside verges with wildflowers can help extend and connect
the habitats created across the village.

In the last few months PNN have run the first of their informative workshops and
even taken part in the national Moth Night, surveying for nocturnal insects in
Puriton’s community orchard. Future events are being planned for the year,
including talks and practical sessions such as bird box workshops and planting days.
If you’d like to get involved and find out more about what you can do to help wildlife
in Puriton, email puritonnaturenetwork@gmail.com or find Puriton Nature Network
on Facebook and Twitter – and watch this space!  Jamie Kingscott-Edmunds

Mike Trigger and Dan Parker are now able to offer a complete, high quality
installation service for UPVC windows, doors and conservatories.

Mike: home: 01278 683702 mobile: 07834 623617
Dan: home: 01278 683479 mobile: 07789 224042
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Puriton Village Hall
9 June 2020 17:30-18:30

Contact: Sally Diaz
01934 221659

Personal Carer
with 15+ years experience
working within care sector.

Tel: 01278 683016

Services include:
Personal care, sitting service,
shopping, meal preparation,

cleaning, laundry & pets.
Fully insured and DBS checked.

Wood 'en Stuff
For all your carpentry & property maintenance

Including:
Kitchens and bedrooms fitted

Door hanging
Laminate flooring

Timber fencing and decking
Call Gary on 01278 683734. Mob: 07821 513608

Free estimates
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POLDEN HILLS
VETERINARY

CENTRE
The Woollands

Brent Road
Cossington
Bridgwater
Somerset
TA7 8LF

01278 722088

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday

8am - 7pm

Saturday
8am - 1pm

VETS LIVING ON PREMISES
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE clinics available from fully qualified,
experienced Registered Veterinary Nurses

All are welcome to view our facilities and meet our friendly,
caring and professional team

10% Discount for all pensioners (60+ years)
every day

www.poldenhillsvets.com
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Court Farm Butchers

Beef and Lamb all raised on our own local farm plus a huge
selection of quality meat and meat products, dairy produce, jams,
sauces, pickles, fresh vegetables, home made cakes and bread.

Outside catering and Pig Roast available

Family butchers run by Stuart and Jenny

You’ve tried the rest, now try the best!!

Riverton Road
Puriton

TA7 8BW
Tel: 01278 683394
Mob: 07743 896977
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Ranger’s Ramblings
Hi all,
Goodness have we had enough rain? Grass cutting is starting early
this year using the highest cut to get going.
I am keeping an eye on the culvert end of path from Woolavington
Road to Purewell as we have had so much rain.
I have noted that the stream is running well at the moment and the
trees scrub have been removed and taken away so this leaves it clear so I can keep
this tidy now with the strimmer. The steps at the bottom have been renewed and
should make it safer to use the new steps.
The Parish Council have invested £240 in signs to encourage people to bag and bin
it( the dog waste,) it would be lovely to say this will encourage people, I do hope
so, and a thank you to all who do bag and bin it.
I hope the weather will improve so I can catch up with the grass.

Thanks to the people who look after their
boundaries that back onto paths etc, it is much
appreciated.
Roll on the warmer dryer conditions!

Chris Gulliford, Parish Ranger
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Want to move more easily?
Reduce back pain? Feel stronger

and more flexible?
Strengthen your core? Ease stress?

Try pilates.
Classes at Puriton Sports Centre:
Tues 9.45am and Weds 7.45pm.

Beginners Course Tues 11am.

To find out more or to book your place
please email
debbie@pilatesinbridgwater.co.uk
mobile 07931 756554

www.pilatesinbridgwater.co.uk

Facebook - Pilates in Bridgwater.

PAW PRINTS CATTERY

“Home from Home”
At The Mallards, Edington Road, Burtle, Nr Bridgwater TA7 8NX

Tel: 01278 722252
Fully licensed with choice of luxury large heated chalets

Cat loving family run with flexible opening hours
Quiet country location

4 miles from A39/6 miles from A38
Email: pawprintscattery@ymail.com

www.pawprintscattery.co.uk
Collection and delivery service available
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A local Accountant providing a personal service.
Bookkeeping, Accounting and TAX/VAT returns.

10% discount offered to businesses in the Polden area.

Karen Nobes ACMA CTA

Call 01278 685123 for a free consultation
karen@poldenaccountants.co.uk
www.poldenaccountants.co.uk
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Newsletter Editorial Group
Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk,
Puriton Parish Council

Email: clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
Website: www.puritonparishcouncil.org

Tel: 01934 221659

Editor:
Jessica Cather

1 Batch Close, Puriton
Tel: 01278 685113

Email: puritonnews@gmail.com

From the parish council:
Judith Fletcher, Simon Langley, John Lunn.

Contact details on council page.

If you are putting an event on please send me information to include in
the next newsletter - a poster is always appreciated!

If you want to submit an article or have something to say about what’s
going on in the village we’d love to hear from you.

Please email your contributions to: puritonnews@gmail.com

The deadline for the next newsletter is 31 May 2020.

Your Village Newsletter
Needs You!

This is your newsletter so please contribute
articles for inclusion in it.

PPC Communication
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About this Newsletter
This newsletter, while it is strictly non-political, serves as a forum for information and
debate and for the views of the people of Puriton, Downend and Dunball. The views
expressed by individuals and published in this newsletter are not the views of the Parish
Council, nor does the Parish Council necessarily share or endorse such views.
However, un-attributed articles are generally meant to be for information and the
entertainment of the public and as such are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication. Any items containing discriminatory material relating to race, colour,
creed, gender or age, whether implied or implicit, will be rejected outright.

Advertising - Terms and Conditions of Acceptance
Local businesses are invited to advertise in the newsletter - please contact Sally Diaz,
Clerk to the Parish Council, for details - clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org.
All adverts are accepted on the basis that they comply with the following conditions:

The reproduction and/or publication of any advert does not breach any contract
or infringe or violate any copyright, trademark or any other personal or
proprietary rights.
Adverts comply with the requirements of all relevant legislation and codes of
practice governing the advertising and newsletter industries in force in the
United Kingdom at the time of placing the advert.
All adverts submitted to us are legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other relevant codes under
the general supervision of the Advertising Authority. Lottery or raffles advertised
must be licenced under the appropriate gaming and lotteries legislation.

The Editorial Group reserves the right to alter or abbreviate any advert as they see fit.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to refuse to carry an advert on reasonable
grounds, especially in the spirit of good taste and decency. The Parish Council does not
underwrite any business, product, service or organisation advertised in this newsletter.

Advertising Rates
The advertising rates will increase from April 2020 to the following:

 4cm x 2 columns  (1/4 page landscape) = £30.00
 8cm x 1 column   (1/4 page portrait) = £30.00
 8cm x 2 columns  (1/2 page)  = £60.00
 16cm x 2 columns (full page)  = £120.00

Rates are payable per annum (Parish Council financial year)
and pro rata and are payable in advance - effective from 1st April 2020.

© Puriton Parish Council - Editorial Group
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1st Puriton Guides visited London during February half term.

The phone box and the Village Hall area are looking incredible
at the moment, with a riot of daffodils celebrating Spring.

Many thanks to all who look after this beautiful display.
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Puriton’s Wildlife
Photos: Paul Stubbs


