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Puriton Good Citizen
At the December Parish Council meeting three of our
local citizens were awarded the Good Citizen Award,
for outstanding service to the community.

● Pearl Barnes for caring for the community.

● John Rich for his service to the local Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal.

● Claire Baker for the creation and upkeep of the
Puriton Borrow a
Book Club.

Simon Langley presented
each of them with their
certificates on behalf of
the Parish Council.

Photo: Sandra Tizzard
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From the Editor...
I love walking around the village at this time of year. The festive displays all around
the community really brighten up the dark nights. We do often take “the long
route” back from places so we can take a look at the lights. I am looking forward
to seeing who will be the fortunate winners of this year’s Christmas Lights
Competition!

It is bleak though at times in Winter - I was talking to a gentleman outside the
butchers the other week and he said it was a “lazy wind”, it couldn’t be bothered
to go around people so it went straight through them instead. I thought he was
spot on with that. As an aside, I didn’t know the chap in question other than by
sight as I see him most mornings - I do love the way everyone says hello to each
other round here.

As normal this newsletter is full of lots of different articles and hopefully things
you will enjoy reading. Thank you to all who support this by providing regular
content, and who come to my aid when I realise I am missing crucial articles! And
it’s not just the production of the newsletter, there’s almost a bun fight on
facebook when Judith posts to say it’s back from the printers, as an army of
volunteers go off delivering them around the village.

Issues often seem to be dominated by
the odd individual, and this time it
seems to be the turn of our busy
Councillor John Lunn, see how many
times you can spot him in this issue! It
changes who it is every time, things like
that keep me entertained...

Please keep the updates coming with
news, reviews, photos and any other
contributions.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas,
and a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Best wishes,
Jessica Cather
puritonnews@gmail.com
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Dates for your Diaries
Thursday 19 December Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Sunday 22 December Carol Service. 6pm at Puriton Church.
Tuesday 24 December Crib Service. 4pm at Puriton Church.
Tuesday 24 December Midnight Mass. 11.30pm at Puriton Church.
Wednesday 25 December Holy Communion. 9.30am at Puriton Church.
Thursday 2 January Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Tuesday 7 January Puriton WI free fun bingo. Visitors (female) welcome - first
meeting is free. From 7.30pm, eyes down 7.45pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 16 January Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 30 January Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Tuesday 4 February Puriton WI regular monthly meeting. Speaker: John Hudson
“Alaska,the last frontier”. Visitors (female) welcome - first meeting is free. 7.30pm
for 7.45pm start at Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 13 February Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Tuesday 18 to Saturday 22 February Puriton Players presents Robin Hood and the
Babes in the Wood. Evening performances Tuesday - Friday 7.30pm. Saturday
performances at 11.30am and 4pm. Tickets will be advertised closer to the time.
To be performed at Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 27 February Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 12 March Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 26 March Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.

If you are new to the village and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, please email:

Nik Lewin: nik.suzuki.65@gmail.com or
Denise Eggington puritonbrownowl@gmail.com
and we will get one to you as soon as possible.
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Chairman’s Round Up
Hi folks,

Another year has speedily passed and here we are again preparing for Christmas.

Things around the village have changed over the year, the village triangle finally
had the rest of the wall completed by Jerry Pope and his crew, and I hope you’ll all
agree the finished article is superb. It will still be standing long after I hang up my
councillor hat and well into the next generation. We now have a wonderful
Community Orchard that has already started to produce fruit, and I know there are
more projects to be organised in and around the orchard, so keep your eyes peeled.

Gravity have moved heaven and (literally) earth with the development of the new
road. If there are any updates on that we will keep you informed as best we can.
It seems like only yesterday that they started.

Puriton Nature Network are keen for volunteers to help with ideas for planting
wildflowers to encourage bees and other insects into the area, this will in turn
encourage more birds and other wildlife to our wonderful village. Any ideas about
making this village a greener and more pleasant place to live are always welcome,
and volunteers are always appreciated.
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Improvements to the Village Hall are well under way and I know Alan Scott and his
amazing team of user groups and volunteers have even more plans for next year.
I’m sure Alan will keep friends and neighbours up to date. I would like to thank Alan
for his continued efforts in making the village a prettier, friendlier and more
theatrical place with the events he has been part of and the continued hard work
he and his team put in to maintaining the Village Hall and keeping it alive and
kicking, and the amazing Party in the Park crew who this year surpassed themselves.

Where would we be without the hard work of the committee of Puriton Playing
Fields, who volunteer their time and effort free of charge without thanks or
renumeration. We are looking forward to all their exciting new plans for developing
the Sports Centre.

The Parish Council will soon agree a new parish plan to be implemented over the
coming years. Again, I’d like to thank all my fellow councillors, our wonderful Clerk
who puts up with us, and Chris, the Village Ranger, for his hard work around the
village. Of course, we cannot forget Jessica for her tireless efforts in creating this
publication.

The Christmas tree is lit and looks amazing. I think it’s the best tree we have ever
had, and I hope it survives the storms and we can all enjoy it shining brightly on
the green. A big thank you to Rod Fitzgerald for again donating the tree. You are
truly a man of Christmas spirit; on behalf of the village, we thank you.

The pump track continues its weary path to fruition, more news on that early next
year when we have secured the funding and completed the paperwork, thank you
to the children and parents who are making every effort to make this dream
become a reality. Keep your eyes peeled for fundraising and social events to help
the project.

Finally, we move forward to 2020—possibly with a new government—and no doubt
lots of changes coming to the village. We, the Parish Council, will endeavour to
keep you informed every step of the way as developments and ideas are formed.
We tend to find Facebook a great way to communicate, but not everyone uses it,
so if you know of a neighbour or friend who doesn’t know what’s going on, take a
bit of time to have a chat. Let’s look after any lonely and vulnerable people—it will
not only make them feel happy, it’s good for us too. Keeping you informed is a
priority, but it isn’t always easy, so please have patience with us—the days of
drum-beating and smoke signals are sadly over— but the village has a hub of
wonderful people who like a chat.

Finally, the Council, our Clerk, Chris and I wish each and every one of you a Merry
Christmas and very happy new year. Simon Langley
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From Puriton Parish Church
Revd Doris Goddard
When Doris came to Puriton over ten years ago, we were unaware that we were
receiving a master chef as well as a vicar. In time however, her catering skills have
drawn in people not only from the village, but Bridgwater to Burnham, and her
lunch places are eagerly fought over. With Jim’s help, the church hall is transformed
into a busy restaurant with guests leaving to look forward to her next event. And
this is despite being a part-time vicar for both the parishes of Puriton and Pawlett.
Doris manages to visit anyone in hospital who needs her and is always willing to
take Home Communion to those who ask.  Her kindness and willingness to be
helpful whenever she can is much appreciated. She and Jim will be much missed
but we sincerely wish them both all the best in their retirement.

Pearl Temblett

Christmas at Puriton Church
Please come along to any of the following services -

we would love to see you!

Carol Service
Puriton Church at 6pm on Sunday 22nd December. Special guests - Coastline

Singers. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served.

Crib Service
Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) at 4pm.

Midnight Mass
Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) at 11.30pm.

Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 9.30am in Puriton Church.
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VE Day 75th Anniversary
The VE Day 75 weekend of 8th - 10th May 2020, will be an
international celebration of peace – a time to remember,
reflect and pay tribute to the millions at home and abroad
who played such a vital part in achieving it.

This includes the Armed Forces personnel from many
countries who gave their lives or were physically and
mentally injured; the hard-working women and men who
kept the factories, mines, shipyards and farms operating
throughout the years of turmoil; the ARP wardens, police
officers, doctors, nurses, firemen, local defence volunteers
and many others who safeguarded the home front.

The Parish Council would like to hear your suggestions as
to how we celebrate this day, please email the clerk:
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org

Introducing…
We’d like to welcome a new councillor
to the Parish Council: Dawn Saunders.

We asked Dawn to tell us a bit about
herself, so over to you Dawn:

“I have lived in Puriton for 18 years, I
work in a small local Accountancy
practice in Bridgwater. I am an active
member of the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group.  In my spare time I
enjoy dancing, reading and spending
time with my family.”

Welcome to the Parish Council Dawn
and thank you for your service to the
community!
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Fresh from the Oven
A quick and easy recipe, which can be varied to your taste

by using different flavoured sausages or stuffing.
It can be made ahead of time and frozen.

SAUSAGE PLAIT
1 pack of ready rolled puff
pastry
1 pack of sausages
1/2 pack of stuffing mix
Seasoning
Beaten egg to glaze

Method:
● Make up half a pack of stuffing mix, according to the

instructions, leave to cool a little.
● Remove sausages from their skins and place in a bowl.
● Mix the stuffing and sausage meat together.
● Add seasoning - salt, pepper, tomato puree,

Worcestershire sauce, whatever you like.
● Lay the pastry flat and place mixture down the centre.
● Make diagonal cuts down each side of the mixture.
● Plait alternately to cover the mixture.
● Glaze with beaten egg, place on a baking tray in the

centre of the oven.
● Bake at Gas 6 for approximately 30-40 minutes until

the centre is cooked and the pastry is golden.
Sue Lukins



11

POLDEN HILLS
VETERINARY

CENTRE
The Woollands

Brent Road
Cossington
Bridgwater
Somerset
TA7 8LF

01278 722088

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday

8am - 7pm

Saturday
8am - 1pm

VETS LIVING ON PREMISES
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE clinics available from fully qualified,
experienced Registered Veterinary Nurses

All are welcome to view our facilities and meet our friendly,
caring and professional team

10% Discount for all pensioners (60+ years)
every day

www.poldenhillsvets.com
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I Know a Man Who…
Helped to build a motorway. In the late 1960’s he began a five year apprenticeship
to become a carpenter and, once qualified, he worked for a firm which had secured
a contract to build council houses and flats in Bridgwater, Minehead , Williton and
Tiverton. After getting married he joined the McAlpine company working on the
Hinkley Point B Nuclear Power Station project where he was employed to erect
wooden shuttering – known as form work – to act as a mould for poured concrete.
After two years at Hinkley Point and upon completion of the project this gentleman
moved company to work for W.C. French on the construction of the M5 motorway
and during 1970 started work on the stretch of motorway at Puriton.

The South West Road Construction Unit was responsible for the construction of
the entire motorway with its length being divided into sections each with its own
main agents and teams of construction workers. The earthworks teams were given
the task of clearing the way and the structures teams were given the task of building
the bridges, drains, culverts and walls. The side roads teams were responsible for
constructing the roads which led onto these bridges. Employed in the structures
team as a chargehand carpenter in charge of eight carpenters and two labourers
he worked on the building of the eight bridges on the stretch of motorway between
Puriton and Edithmead.  Concrete columns and abutments had to be raised before
each deck of at least 1000 cubic metres of concrete could be laid prior to
tarmacking. The working day for those in the structures team began at 7.00am and
finished at 7.00pm.

The workforce came from the four corners of the UK and Ireland and was housed
throughout the area. Some workers stayed in local lodgings whilst others stayed
on a caravan site on Puriton Hill or in a purpose built hostel beside the Puriton Inn.
Traces of the shower block for those living in the caravans on Puriton Hill can be
seen to this day. The workers living beside the Puriton Inn shared the site with the
main canteen, stores, carpentry shop and cement plant. During the summer months

Mike Trigger and Dan Parker are now able to offer a complete, high quality
installation service for UPVC windows, doors and conservatories.

Mike: home: 01278 683702 mobile: 07834 623617
Dan: home: 01278 683479 mobile: 07789 224042
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these men worked from dawn until dusk and the rest of the year they began work
at 7.00am and were expected to complete a 12 hour day with bonuses. Saturday
was a half day so that men had time to go shopping in the afternoon and Sunday
hours were between 8.00am and 4.00pm. Needless to say, Noel the Australian
landlord of the Puriton Inn and his wife Gus plied a good trade providing food to
those workers who fancied a change from the site canteen and vast quantities of
liquid refreshment to those who had built up a thirst. Many of the workforce were
renowned for being particularly thirsty most of the time.

The motorway was opened in time for the August bank holiday in 1971 with a small
bonus being paid to each worker as an encouragement to complete the contract
ahead of schedule. Cllr John Lunn

A local Accountant providing a personal service.
Bookkeeping, Accounting and TAX/VAT returns.

10% discount offered to businesses in the Polden area.

Karen Nobes ACMA CTA

Call 01278 685123 for a free consultation
karen@poldenaccountants.co.uk
www.poldenaccountants.co.uk

Reporting Anti-Social or Threatening Incidents
Please ensure that you report any anti-social incidents to 101.  If it is not

reported the Police will not be aware there is an issue.  They collate
information reported to them and act accordingly to work within the

Parish.  If you feel threatened at any time you MUST call 999 and they will
attend as soon as they can.

If it is not reported it's not noted!



14

An Ode to Hedge Trimming
Just a reminder to say

That branches and nettles get in the way,
So be a good neighbour
And put in some labour

To your gardens that grow and can overflow,
That hinders our footpaths

When not kept so neat,
But if we all do our bit

The walkways stay sweet!
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You Still Have to Mind Where You’re Treading
Even at this time of year, after a hard day’s work and when it’s raining and
miserable, someone still has to take the dog out when, to be honest, neither of
you really wants to go out in the dark. It’s not like the summer when everyone can
see and be seen. For some dog owners, after dark it doesn’t really matter if the
dog poops on the footpath, verge or drove because, once you have looked around
to make sure that there is nobody about, you can just carry on as though nothing
has happened. Besides, you can’t see where it is to pick it up anyway because you
haven’t got a torch. Never mind. Who cares?  You believe you won’t be reported
and if nobody can prove it was your dog you won’t be fined. Of course the dog
walking chore is often passed around the family and it is a young son or a young
daughter who is given the responsibility. Are they made aware of the law by their
parents? Are they told by their parents to clean up after the dog? If they are not
happy to do so, should they be given the responsibility of walking the dog in the
first place?

At the end of Middle Street at the junction with Canns Lane there is, for example,
a bright red dog waste bin. Every dog walker who uses that route knows it’s there.
It is the only bright red object in the vicinity and it can be seen from a considerable
distance. It has a role in life. It is there for a purpose and it is regularly emptied by
an employee of Sedgemoor District Council. Unfortunately there are some dog
owners who are unaware of why this bright red container exists and that someone
is paid to come along and empty it and all the other waste bins in the village. The
annual bill for emptying these bins amounts to £1652.32 and it is paid to
Sedgemoor District Council by the Parish Council using funds from your council
tax contributions. Residents, whether they are dog owners or not, have every
justification in resenting paying for a facility that is not being used appropriately
by some dog owners in the village. Even those owners who do not clean up after
their pets are paying for a service they are failing to use. It makes little sense.

The vast majority of dog owners do clean up after their dog but unfortunately there
are some who don’t. We all know picking up poo is not the most pleasant of things
to do but surely if you decide to own a dog you also take on the responsibility of
cleaning up after it to the benefit of all. I have yet to meet anyone who likes to
tread in dog poo let alone cycle through it, push a pushchair through it, play football
in it or play with the children in it.

Cllr John Lunn

First published January 2016. Updated November 2019.
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Potting Shed Tips…
The weather has changed, with cold and
sometimes wet days it’s hard to think about
getting out in the garden. However there are still
plenty of jobs to do over the winter months.

Here are some suggested jobs to keep you busy in
the garden.

1. Leaves still need clearing and if you have room
to store them why not collect them into bags? Make a few holes and these will
break down over the winter to produce excellent leaf mould.

2. Plant tulip bulbs if you haven’t already. It’s not too late, and these will brighten
up the spring border.

3. Prune rose bushes now, removing any damaged or diseased stems. This will
keep them in shape and prevent any winter wind damage.

4. Keep bird feeders clean and topped up, with fresh water available. Our
feathered friends really appreciate it over the winter.

5. Look at your borders and give them a tidy, removing weeds and any dead leaves
will give it an instant lift.

6. If you have a heater in the greenhouse check it’s working to keep the chill out,
and should we get any snow, remove it off the glass to prevent damage.

7. Keep outside taps insulated to prevent freezing.

8. Protect pots by grouping them together in a sheltered area to prevent frost
damage.

9. On the vegetable plot remove any yellowing leaves from winter brassicas as
these can harbour pests and diseases. Also protect them from pigeons with
netting if you haven't already done so.

10. Prepare for the spring by tidying your shed or greenhouse and clean your
garden tools.

And if all this outside work feels too much, just look at the catalogues and order
your flower and vegetable seeds ready for next year from the comfort of your
armchair, cosy and warm inside!

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY GARDENING !

Sarah Phillips



17

The village turned out in
force to express their

gratitude and best wishes
to Reverend Doris at her
farewell celebration on

24 November 2019.

Judith Fletcher presented
Doris with flowers on

behalf of Puriton Parish
Council (above).

Photo: Andrew Wherrett

Other photos: Alan Scott
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Sunshine Pre-School
We have been really busy over the last few months!

In National Nursery Rhyme Week we had loads of crafts related
to rhymes, and lots of interesting tuff tray activities to explore,
including Humpty Dumpty, This Little Piggy, 5 Little Men in a
Flying Saucer, 5 Currant Buns in the Baker’s Shop, 5 Little Ducks
Went Swimming One Day. We
have been doing loads of

work involving the number 5 as we were also
focusing on number recognition.

We’ve been doing lots of messy play, which the
children always enjoy. We have played with
coloured spaghetti, rice, shaving foam - lots of
different textures to explore, and we have some
fantastic discussions about what they feel like.
This is also helping their motor skills develop,
which one day will help them to learn to write!

We are now doing lots of Christmas crafts and
practicing for our nativity play. We have our
wooden nativity in a tuff tray for the children to
play with and learn about the meaning of Christmas.

Every week we have been doing cooking with
the children - making biscuits, cakes, and more
recently we have made mince pies.

Photos from our recent adventures are on the
page opposite to give you a flavour of what
we do.

We hold regular open mornings which are a
chance to visit the setting, although we are

happy to show you around at any time if it’s more convenient for you. We take
children from 2 years old, and are happy to accept funding (2 year old and early
years). Spaces are filling up so please do be in touch with us on 07746 487759
(during opening hours).

Tracy Chapman, Leader - Sunshine Pre-School
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Christmas Biscuit Recipe
Melted Snowmen

This is an easy recipe to follow, and very simple to decorate.
As it is a melted snowman, it is perfect for little ones to create, as it really

doesn’t matter if the decorations are in the right place or not!
The children at Sunshine Pre-School made these recently

and they were a great success!

Ingredients:
250g self raising flour
125g cold butter
125g caster sugar
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ginger
1 egg beaten

Method:
Rub the flour into the butter until it resembles
breadcrumbs.
Stir in the sugar and spices.
Add beaten egg and stir until it starts to come
together as a dough, then use hands to form
into a ball.
Sprinkle the surface with flour and roll out the dough to about 5mm thickness.
Using biscuit cutter, cut out biscuit shapes.
Bake at 180°C for 8-10 minutes
They cook really quickly so keep checking them!

Topping:
White marshmallows
Icing
Strawberry laces
Mini smarties
Cake pens to draw the snowman face
Decorate however you want!

Tracy Chapman
Sunshine Pre-School
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Wood 'en Stuff
For all your carpentry & property maintenance

Including:
Kitchens and bedrooms fitted

Door hanging
Laminate flooring

Timber fencing and decking
Call Gary on 01278 683734. Mob: 07821 513608

Free estimates
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Regular Events
VILLAGE HALL
Parish Council Meeting 2nd Tuesday of month 7pm
Puriton Afternoon Club Every other Thursday, 2.30-4.30 Grace: 683355
WI  First Tuesday in month, 7.30 Vicci: 420755
Rainbows (age 5-7)  Tuesdays, 5.00-6.00 Denise: 07889 202068
Brownies (age 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 Denise: 07889 202068
Sunshine Pre-school  Mon, Wed and Fri, 9.00-3.00pm, 07746 487759
(age 2 - school age) Tue and Thur 9.00-1.00pm
Sequence Dancing  1st, 3rd, 4th Friday, 8.00-10.00 Grace: 683355
Line Dancing Social  2nd Friday, 8.00-11.00 Debbie Statton 788825
Bingo  Every Monday, 7.00 for 7.30  Ivy Ryan: 455393
T’ai Chi  Wednesdays 7.00  Malcolm: 07817 395510
Puriton Players Thursday evenings Alan Scott: 07734 357981

CLIST CHURCH ROOM
Coffee Stop  Tuesdays, 10.30-12.00  All welcome
MU Bring & Buy & Coffee Last Tuesday in month
Patchwork & Quilting  Tuesdays, 7.15-9.15  Lin Fry: 691398
Patchwork & Quilting Last Thursday in month 10-4 Lin Fry: 691398
Bell Ringing
(at the Church Tower) Mon, 7.30 (newcomers welcome) Norman Salter: 684050
Social Arts & Crafts Group Alternate Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 Robin 684700
Puriton Guides 1st Saturday in month Karen 07811 004531
 Kingfisherpuriton@gmail.com
Tai Chi/Qigong Mondays 9.30-10.15 Gemma Carpenter:
  07989 371796
Coffee @ the Clist Some Thursdays 2.00-4.00pm Sue Wood: 686921

PURITON INN
Charity Quiz Alternate Wednesdays Pete 684757

OTHER ACTIVITIES/SERVICES
Hunny Bears Daily 8.00-6.00 Lorraine Toms: 683512
(age 2 - school age) (including school holidays)
Slimming World Thursdays 7pm Meet at 37 Club
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SPORTS CENTRE
Puriton Bowling Club All day, every day Derek Clarke: 683882
Puriton Gold Archery Club Tues & Fri, 7.00-9.00pm Keith: 284063
Coastal Archers Weds 7-9pm, Winter Only Robin Leveridge:
 robin9longbowsrus@btinternet.com
Puriton Amateur Boxing  Thurs evenings Rob Haddon: 07950 909247
Line Dancing Monday evenings Debbie: 788825
Whist Monday & Thursday pm Derek: 683882
Table Tennis Weds pm  Sue Wood: 686921
 or by arrangement
Pilates with Sara Saturdays 8.30-9.30am Sara Marsh:
 Bring a mat and turn up 07887 560278
Pilates with Gemma Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am Gemma: 07989 371796
 Tuesdays 11am-12 noon Debbie: 07931 756554
 (beginners course) Call Debbie to book a place
 Wednesdays 7.45-8.45pm
Puriton Happy Tots (parent-led toddler group) Rachel Addinall: 687297
 Friday 9.45am-11.30am
Victoria Park Rangers FC  (Juniors)  Jason Bale: 07786 851710
Ballroom & Sequence Dance Friday evenings  Margaret Brown: 685125
Cross40fitness Various times Phil Heyward: 07824 999570
  cross40fitness@gmail.com

HIRE CHARGES
Facility Contact Charge
Village Hall Kim: 07419 842834  £15.00/hour (private function)
 *new bookings clerk to come* £10.00/hour (Hall & Kitchen)
 Enquire for regular user rates £8.00/hour (Committee Room)
School Hall Reception: 683630 or £7.50/hour
 office@puriton.somerset.sch.uk
Clist Church Room Mrs A Russ: 684221 £6.00/hour
Sports Centre Judith Fletcher 685242 please enquire when booking
   prices may be subject to VAT
 Two meeting rooms available, a large function room/kitchen
 Also Sports Hall is very suitable for a kids’ party.
 puritonplayingfields@gmail.com
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Simon Langley
8 Riverton Road
Puriton TA7 8BW
Tel: 683007
Email: simonlangley.ppc@gmx.com

Judith Fletcher
Congregation House
9A Woolavington Road
Puriton TA7 8BE
Tel: 685242
Email: judithfletcherppc@gmx.com

Sandra Tizzard
4 Middle Street
Puriton TA7 8AU
Tel: 685355
Email: sandratizzardppc@gmx.com

Mark Healey
Tel: 685368
Email: markhealey@gmx.com

John Lunn
Tel: 324351
Email: johnlunnppc@gmx.com

Julie Coleman
Email: juliecolemanppc@gmx.com
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Barrie Crow
Email: barriecrowppc@gmx.com

Vanda Crow
Email: vandacrowppc@gmx.com

Dawn Saunders
Email: dawnsaundersppc@gmx.com

Parish Clerk:
Sally Diaz
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
01934 221659

From the Clerk’s Desk
This year has shown the progress of developments and a new era for the parish.
The access road for Gravity is under construction and the Parish Plan is being
developed after considering all the valued feedback we received from the
questionnaire circulated earlier this year by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
who are progressing well with their plan. This is still a busy time for the parish
council as we are planning next year’s budgets ahead of the general election and
considering new projects which will be beneficial for the parish.

The new website www.puritonparishcouncil.org  provides useful updates on news
in our area and details of waste and recycling collections for the festive season can
be found under recent news.  You will also find helpful guides with contact details
if you need to report any issues.

Enjoy the celebrations with your special people and here’s to an exciting new year
ahead.  Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for Puriton came together in May 2017
and have been working together to create a plan, which considers all the feedback
residents have shared since then. As a reminder, once a neighbourhood plan is
brought into force, it has the same legal status as Sedgemoor’s Local Plan. This
means that the Planning Department must consider what is in our Neighbourhood
Plan if a developer makes an application to build within the Parish boundaries.

There has been great support at the public consultation events, and we have now
started to write the draft plan. This is large and complex piece of work and
ultimately, the local planning authority must satisfy itself that the draft
neighbourhood plan complies with all the relevant statutory requirements. Once
SDC have approved the content in the plan, residents of Puriton, Downend and
Dunball will be given the opportunity to vote on whether to accept it and we are
aiming for this to be in late Spring/early Summer 2020.

The notes from our meetings are published on the Parish Council website
https://puritonparishcouncil.org under the Documents tab, and members of the
Steering Group are always happy to take feedback or questions. Please email
juliecolemanppc@gmx.com for more information or to find out the date of the
next meeting. Julie Coleman



27



28



29

Puriton Girlguiding
Baden Powell Award

Puriton Guides were privileged to have six of their number complete their
Baden Powell Award, which is the highest award that a Guide can be
awarded. It takes months of hard work and dedication to complete, and was
designed to be challenging.

These girls (photo opposite): Adie Cather, Charlotte Lazowski, Charlotte
Richer, Aimee Griffen, Immy Kennard and Grace Simmonds are amongst the
last who will get this award as it has now been replaced with the Gold Award.
Congratulations to them all!

1st Puriton Guides
The guides have had a busy summer with visits to Burns the Bread - where
they were shown around the bakery and got to make their own pasty with
prizes for the best crimping, and Wellies and Wristbands (a music festival
for around 3000 guides) where we were blessed with fantastic weather.

They have also been discovering how much plastic waste we all create and
working hard to reduce use and finding ways to recycle and take action.

We were also honoured to take part in the Remembrance Service and made
small poppy paintings with the names of Puriton's fallen soldiers.

Photos from some of our events are on the page opposite.

We are looking forward to another busy year in 2020!

Karen Purchase (Kingfisher)

A huge thank you to Meg Kanka who is stepping back
from helping to produce this newsletter. Your help over

the last few years has been really appreciated!
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Marie Curie Launches Appeal
for Volunteers in Somerset

Marie Curie is appealing for local volunteers to help
raise vital funds to support people in Somerset living
with a terminal illness and their families.

Sue Golden, a former Marie Curie Nurse from Bridgwater, has been volunteering
as Secretary of the Bridgwater Marie Curie Fundraising Group for five years. She
said:

“I chose to volunteer for Marie Curie because I know so many people locally who
have received care and support and I wanted to help make sure that the service is
there for others in the future.

“Not only is it extremely rewarding, it’s lovely belonging to a friendly and supportive
group. We have a lot of fun, we hold social events including a Christmas meal and
summer BBQ and it’s a great way to meet new people.”

Riona Houghton, Marie Curie Community Fundraiser for Somerset and North Devon
said:

“Without our amazing volunteers we could not support as many people with a
terminal illness and their families as we do. Currently we have over 7,200 volunteers

across the UK in community fundraising
and retail, but we are always looking for
extra help. The more volunteers we have,
the more we can achieve.

“Whether you’re a seasoned fundraiser
or a newcomer looking to get involved for
the first time, we would love to hear from
you. No amount of time is too little, even
an hour at a collection would be a huge
help to our team.”

If you would like to volunteer some of
your time to support Marie Curie in
Somerset, please contact:

Riona Houghton 0117 9420429 or
Riona.houghton@mariecurie.org.uk

Jo's
Mobile

Hairdressing
Ladies, gentlemen

 & children

Friendly & reliable service
Fully qualified & insured

Tel: 01278 683016
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60 Second Interview with……
John Lunn

How long have you lived in Puriton?
I have lived in Puriton for five years.

Describe yourself in 3 words
Patient, curious and grumpy.

Tell us something people may not know about you…
I don’t like heights.

What’s your favourite thing about Puriton?
People are invariably friendly to each other.

What did you do before you moved to Puriton?
I worked as a modern languages teacher and examinations officer.

Describe your involvement in the village…
Parish Councillor. Villages Together voting member. Polden Medical Centre
Patient Participation Group member.

What are your hobbies?
I like to spend time in France, DIY, playing golf, watching rugby and reading.

Who would be your dream dinner date & why?
Dame Glenda Jackson. So many stories to tell of her life in films and politics.

What’s your favourite pudding?
Trifle

And your favourite cheese?
Comté

And your favourite tipple?
Adnams Broadside

What’s the most interesting/unusual thing in your house?
My wife

If you could wave a magic wand, what would you change or add to the village?
I would like to see the creation of an old fashioned village green with a wildlife
pond.

Thank you for your interesting answers John, it’s nice to get to know you better.
Thank you for all you do for the village! If you would like to volunteer or have
any suggestions for who we should interview next time for our “60 Second
Interview”, then please get in touch!
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Christmas Trivia
US scientists calculated that Santa would have to visit 822 homes a second to deliver
all the world’s presents on Christmas Eve, travelling at 650 miles a second.

6 million - The number of rolls of sellotape that will be sold in the UK in the run up
to Christmas (5.99 million - the number of rolls where you can’t find where the
tape ends).

4.25 million - The number of British people who will travel abroad for Christmas.

Hanging stockings out comes from the Dutch custom of leaving shoes packed with
food for St Nicholas’s donkeys. He would leave small gifts in return.

According to tradition, you should eat one mince pie on each of the 12 days of
Christmas to bring good luck.

The Yule Log was originally an entire tree that was carefully chosen and brought
into the house with great ceremony and burned over the 12 days of Christmas. A
Chocolate Yule Log or ‘bûche de Noël’ is now a popular Christmas desert, made of
a chocolate sponge roll layered with cream. The outside is covered with chocolate
or chocolate icing and decorated to look like a bark-covered log.

8 million natural Christmas trees are consumed by the UK each year.

Many parts of the Christmas tree can actually be eaten, with the needles being a
good source of Vitamin C.

7 - The number of Olympic sized swimming pools that could be filled with the beer
consumed in the UK over Xmas.

 1. In Somerset and parts of Dorset, it’s traditional for the last person to finish
eating their sprouts to have to do the Christmas Day washing
up dressed as a giant turkey. This tradition is believed to have
started in the 1960s as a way to encourage children to eat
the vegetable.

On average, three Christmas trees are planted to replace each
one harvested.

Ebenezer Scrooge’s famous line “Bah Humbug” almost never
existed. Charles Dickens’ initial choice was “Bah Christmas”.
Glad he changed it.

From: https://www.tomango.co.uk/thinks/30-fun-facts-
about-christmas-to-impress-your-friends/
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 A quick update from Villages Together…

It’s almost the end of the year and that always makes us look back: what happened,
what didn’t happen, why and why not… We all do it. Villages Together is no
different. This autumn we’ve done a spot of reviewing what Villages Together is
about, who we’re ‘for’ and how things can be better and more effective. That isn’t
just about what has gone before, but about what is to come. The Villages Together
Partnership is with us until 2024/5 and whilst that might seem a way off we know
it will soon come around and then, if we’re not careful, we’ll be thinking, “Crikey,
what was that?”

This is why we are always considering what we call our Legacy in Villages Together.
It isn’t just a process of finding ways to spend money, but looking at how what we
do will have a lasting and positive effect on the villages. Our legacy, as individuals
or as groups, is not what we might always think about when we go about our daily
tasks, but it is a very important part of Villages Together. Our hope is that once all
the work is done in these first ten years (it all began properly in 2014/5) there will
be people, organisations and facilities in the villages that remind us of what we
have done. But more importantly, we hope there will be a sense of change  that
has given everyone a sense of involvement, value and purpose that can be traced
back to how influential Villages Together was/will be/has been.

It’s not a tangible thing just yet. But it is where we are all heading and I ask, as
Project lead for Villages Together, that you consider how you might be able to join
in building our legacy. Villages Together is most definitely not about just finding
ways to spend money. It is about encouraging everyone to find ways to share in
what we already have as villages, and to look at how all of that might be
strengthened, deepened and encouraged to thrive.

If you want to join in or just fancy a chat about what it is all about, give me a call:
07970 936325 or office@purwool.org.uk. Our next Partnership meeting is 22nd
January. 7pm. Probably in Puriton Village Hall (to be confirmed…)

Have a very joyful and hope-filled Christmas.

Simon Bale
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Do Something Amazing Next Year
For many, the start of a new year brings an opportunity for reflection, fresh
starts and change - but could you change a child’s story this year?

For over 500 children in Somerset, spending time at home isn’t possible right
now, which is why we urgently need more foster carers to offer safe, loving
homes to our children in care.  Foster carers can make a real difference to
children’s lives. They help them through tough times and give them the
support they need to achieve their full potential.

Fostering is not a one size fits all. There are a variety of different avenues
within fostering to match the vast and sometimes complex needs of the
children in our care, and the lifestyles of our carers; from the dedication of
long term fostering over a period of years, to the flexibility of respite
providing care just one weekend a month. In return our carers receive
ongoing support and training, a dedicated social worker and a weekly fee
and allowance (amounts vary – please speak to our team or visit the website

for details).

If you’re aged 21 or over and have a
spare room, along with the time and
patience to support a Somerset child in
care, visit fosteringinsomerset.org.uk
or call our team on 0800 587 9900 to
find out how you could help change a
child’s story. There is no upper age
limit, and things like your gender,
sexual preference or marital status are
not important – you just need the right
qualities and mindset.  Alternatively,
come along to our next information
evening and find out more about
fostering over a coffee and cake. Costa
Coffee, 8 Townsend Shopping Park,
Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 14th
January 2020 from 7-9pm. 

Personal Carer
with 15+ years experience
working within care sector.

Tel: 01278 683016

Services include:
Personal care, sitting service,
shopping, meal preparation,

cleaning, laundry & pets.
Fully insured and DBS checked.
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Court Farm Butchers

Beef and Lamb all raised on our own local farm plus a huge
selection of quality meat and meat products, dairy produce, jams,
sauces, pickles, fresh vegetables, home made cakes and bread.

Outside catering and Pig Roast available

Family butchers run by Stuart and Jenny

You’ve tried the rest, now try the best!!

Riverton Road
Puriton

TA7 8BW
Tel: 01278 683394
Mob: 07743 896977

Puriton Crochet Club
The Puriton Crochet club started a couple of years ago, when there was a request
from someone in the village to learn to crochet. It then turned out that there were
more people that were interested in learning, and so the group was formed,
meeting at my house in Downend. Due to other commitments and life in general,
we do not have as many people that regularly attend as we used to, and some of
us have recently discovered other crafts as well.

In this vein, we have decided that it would be nice to open the group up to invite
others in the village that would like to craft with like minded people to join us, and
meet up on the second Thursday of each month. This would start in February, with
the first evening meeting being on Thursday 13th February.  It would mean bringing
your own craft and joining us for a coffee/tea, chat for a couple of hours.

We will have a Facebook page in the new year, where you will be able to find out
more and let us know if you will be joining us.

Julie-Ann Cartwright
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Ranger’s Ramblings
Hi all,

The road construction seems to be taking shape and the
footbridge is well underway. The brambles seem to have stopped
growing for now too.

I have cleared the culvert at the end of Little Lane, between
Woolavington Road and Purewell, so the water can flow after very
heavy rain. If anyone sees anything thrown in it, please give me a
nod, as I will be keeping an eye on it.

Can I put the mower away now?  It’s getting to feel like autumn/winter with the
dark evenings and the log burner lit. I planted some broad beans in mid-November;
hopefully they will be OK.

Twenty-five kilograms of daffodils have been
planted around the parish. I’m looking forward
to seeing them in the spring.

Happy Christmas and a safe and good new
year. Chris Gulliford, Parish Ranger
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Want to move more easily?
Reduce back pain? Feel stronger

and more flexible?
Strengthen your core? Ease stress?

Try pilates.
Classes at Puriton Sports Centre:
Tues 9.45am and Weds 7.45pm.

Beginners Course Tues 11am.

To find out more or to book your place
please email
debbie@pilatesinbridgwater.co.uk
mobile 07931 756554

www.pilatesinbridgwater.co.uk

Facebook - Pilates in Bridgwater.

PAW PRINTS CATTERY

“Home from Home”
At The Mallards, Edington Road, Burtle, Nr Bridgwater TA7 8NX

Tel: 01278 722252
Fully licensed with choice of luxury large heated chalets

Cat loving family run with flexible opening hours
Quiet country location

4 miles from A39/6 miles from A38
Email: pawprintscattery@ymail.com

www.pawprintscattery.co.uk
Collection and delivery service available
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Poppy Appeal
There is a gentleman who lives in Puriton who is the organiser
of a team of volunteers covering the Bridgwater area collecting
for the annual Poppy Appeal. Every year in the run up to
Remembrance Sunday he and his wife can be found in the
entrance of Sainsbury’s in Bridgwater receiving donations to
the appeal. Two volunteers are assigned to each of the
collection points in Morrisons and Asda and several collect in
Angel Place. Donations are organised in schools, shops and
pubs throughout the area.

This year, once all the donations had been collected by even more volunteers, the
team of six counters arrived at a figure of more than £34,000.

The gentleman in question and his wife would particularly like to thank the
management, staff and customers of Sainsbury’s for all their help and support.
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Newsletter Editorial Group
Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk,
Puriton Parish Council

Email: clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
Website: www.puritonparishcouncil.org

Tel: 01934 221659

Editor:
Jessica Cather

1 Batch Close, Puriton
Tel: 01278 685113

Email: puritonnews@gmail.com

From the parish council:
Judith Fletcher, Simon Langley, John Lunn.

Contact details on council page.

If you are putting an event on please send me information to include in
the next newsletter - a poster is always appreciated!

If you want to submit an article or have something to say about what’s
going on in the village we’d love to hear from you.

Please email your contributions to: puritonnews@gmail.com

The deadline for the next newsletter is 29 February 2020.

Your Village Newsletter
Needs You!

This is your newsletter so please contribute
articles for inclusion in it.

PPC Communication
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About this Newsletter
This newsletter, while it is strictly non-political, serves as a forum for information and
debate and for the views of the people of Puriton, Downend and Dunball. The views
expressed by individuals and published in this newsletter are not the views of the Parish
Council, nor does the Parish Council necessarily share or endorse such views.
However, un-attributed articles are generally meant to be for information and the
entertainment of the public and as such are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication. Any items containing discriminatory material relating to race, colour,
creed, gender or age, whether implied or implicit, will be rejected outright.

Advertising - Terms and Conditions of Acceptance
Local businesses are invited to advertise in the newsletter - please contact Sally Diaz,
Clerk to the Parish Council, for details - clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org.
All adverts are accepted on the basis that they comply with the following conditions:

The reproduction and/or publication of any advert does not breach any contract
or infringe or violate any copyright, trademark or any other personal or
proprietary rights.
Adverts comply with the requirements of all relevant legislation and codes of
practice governing the advertising and newsletter industries in force in the
United Kingdom at the time of placing the advert.
All adverts submitted to us are legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other relevant codes under
the general supervision of the Advertising Authority. Lottery or raffles advertised
must be licenced under the appropriate gaming and lotteries legislation.

The Editorial Group reserves the right to alter or abbreviate any advert as they see fit.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to refuse to carry an advert on reasonable
grounds, especially in the spirit of good taste and decency. The Parish Council does not
underwrite any business, product, service or organisation advertised in this newsletter.

Advertising Rates
 4cm x 1 column  (1/8 page)  = £12.50
 4cm x 2 columns  (1/4 page landscape) = £25.00
 8cm x 1 column   (1/4 page portrait) = £25.00
 8cm x 2 columns  (1/2 page)  = £50.00
 16cm x 2 columns (full page)  = £100.00

Rates are payable per annum (Parish Council financial year)
and pro rata and are payable in advance - effective from 1st April 2019.

© Puriton Parish Council - Editorial Group
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Another successful
Village Hall

Christmas Fayre
was held, and

raised over £1,000
for hall funds!

 Everyone loved
meeting Father

Christmas, his wife,
and two dogs!

Many thanks to all!

Photos: Alan Scott
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