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October 2019 monthly report  
 
Introduction  
This is our latest monthly report, sharing news with our local community stakeholder groups and local 
councils. This forms part of our commitment to being an open and transparent business. These reports 
are also available to all members of the public at www.edfenergy.com. This newsletter covers  
September 2019. 
 
Safety and Environment update 
We measure our safety performance against top tier 
indicators. It is now over twelve years since we 
experienced a nuclear reportable event and over ten years 
since our last environmental event. 
 
Disappointingly, on 10 September one of the station’s 
contract partners was injured and sustained a lost time 
injury after she was knocked by an open door of an 
electric vehicle, which suddenly moved forward. The 
individual was treated by station first aiders, before being 
taken to Musgrove Park Hospital, where she was later 
released. The station has initiated an investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding the event. 
 
Hinkley Point B’s strong and positive nuclear safety culture 
was recognised in as assessment in September. A joint 
independent INA (Independent Nuclear Assurance, EDF 
Energy) and ONR (Office for Nuclear Regulation) team 
visited the station and, over the course of a week, spoke 
with station workers through a series of interviews and 
focus groups, and observed key meetings and training. At 
the end of the assessment, positive feedback was given 
on the strength of the station’s safety culture, together with some ideas for continual improvement. 
 
Station generation 
Reactor 3 / turbine 7 has been on-line since 16 June 2019, and operated at full load throughout the 
month. Reactor 4 / turbine 8 has been on-line since 21 February 2019, and operated at nominal full 
load throughout the month. 

http://www.edfenergy.com/
http://www.edfenergy.com/
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Station news 
Samuel wins top apprentice award 
A big well done to Hinkley Point B’s Samuel Uminski (see left), who 
was named as the power station’s Apprentice of the Year at EDF 
Energy’s annual apprentice graduation ceremony. Samuel received 
his award from Brian Cowell, EDF Energy Generation’s Managing 
Director, at a prestigious apprentice graduation ceremony in 
Worcestershire.  
 
As well as Samuel, our congratulations also go to Joseph Cornish 
and Victoria Fear who were also recognised for successfully 
completing their four year apprenticeship with EDF Energy. 
 
 

During the event, Brian praised the dedication 
and challenge which the new graduates have 
brought to the business, and described the 
pride he felt in seeing the next generation of 
engineers, technicians and business managers 
starting out on their careers.  
 
This year was the first year to see apprentices 
graduate from our coal and gas sites and since 
we launched our maintenance scheme 11 years 
ago, 620 young people have started the 
scheme, with an impressive 93% of them still 
working within EDF Energy. 
 
(Photo caption, left to right, James Lancastle, Hinkley  
Point B’s Apprentice Coordinator, Joseph Cornish, Samuel 
Uminski & Victoria Fear). 
 

 

Community news 
Staff fundraising 
Monday 30 September 2019 marked the final day of EDF Energy’s 
partnership with Breast Cancer Now, and EDF Energy company 
employees and contract partners have gone above and beyond during 
the three year partnership by raising more than £600,000 for the charity.  
 
For the final fundraising activity at Hinkley Point B, Station Director and 
Wales rugby supporter, Peter Evans, donned an England rugby shirt and 
held a collection at the turnstiles. This fundraising stunt raised over  
£1,300 for the charity, meaning after three years station staff and 
contract partners raised a total of £28,546 for Breast Cancer Now. 
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Company news 
Cottam power station powers down after half a century 
A beacon on North Nottinghamshire’s skyline for the past 50 years, Cottam power station, has 
switched off its massive generating plant for the final time. Since it started generating in 1968 the 
station has produced nearly 500 terawatt hours of electricity – enough to single-handedly power the 
UK for around 18 months. It was originally planned to operate for 30 years. The station’s staff have 
been preparing for the eventual closure of the site for almost two years. In addition, Cottam’s 
management team have also worked closely with the site’s unions to ensure the minimum disruption 
for staff. 
 
Cottam’s plant manager Andy Powell 
said: “Since the official announcement of 
the site’s closure earlier in the year we 
have been working with the Cottam 
team to ensure they secure the right 
future for them.” 
 
Taking control of their futures, the 
Cottam team set up their own People 
Hub to work with staff to explore new 
opportunities within EDF Energy and a 
number have joined the team building 
and eventually operating the country’s 
first new nuclear power station in a 
generation at Hinkley Point in Somerset. Some have stayed closer to home and moved across to West 
Burton A coal station which currently has capacity market contracts to operate until September 2021 
or to the West Burton B Combined Cycle Gas Turbine station which started operating in 2013. All the 
apprentices have also secured roles at EDF Energy sites, continuing to build exciting futures with the 
UK’s largest low carbon generator. 
 
Andy added: “It is a sad day, but I am immensely proud to have been part of the Cottam family since I 
started as an apprentice here and now as plant manager.” 
 
Next community meeting 
The next Site Stakeholder Group meeting will be held on Friday 25 October 2019 from 10:00 hours to 
13:00 hours at the Hill House, Otterhampton. 
 
Contacts 
Dave Stokes, Communications Officer, Hinkley Point B, Tel: 01278 654699, Email: dave.stokes@edf-
energy.com, and Andrew Cockcroft, External Communications Manager, EDF Energy, Email: 
andrew.cockcroft@edf-energy.com 
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