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Scarecrow Competition 13 & 14 July 2019
Huge thanks to everyone for taking part and creating some wonderful

scarecrows. Also, thank you to all who organised and ran the event and to
everyone who joined in the fun. Your support helped us to raise £123 for Church

funds. We are very grateful to Biffin & Sons for sponsoring the prizes.

1st place was Holy Brothers at Rowan Close

2nd place was Burglar Bill at Woolavington Road

3rd place was Holding out for a Hero at Puriton Park
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Mike Trigger and Dan Parker are now able to offer a complete, high quality
installation service for UPVC windows, doors and conservatories.

Mike: home: 01278 683702 mobile: 07834 623617
Dan: home: 01278 683479 mobile: 07789 224042
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From the Editor...
Welcome to the summer edition of the Puriton Newsletter!
I hope you are all keeping well. I have been keeping busy, as always! There
have been so many events happening in the village which have also kept me
on my toes. We’re really fortunate to live in such a lively and caring community.
Even when the odd spot of trouble pops up, people are there to get involved
and are working to resolve issues. It was heart-warming to see the love and
support from the community to Jayden Dolman’s family, who was tragically
killed with his friend Dan Mee whilst on holiday recently, with so many people
helping and just being there in so many ways. Community really matters.
Some of you may know that I have 4 children myself. My youngest has just left
Puriton Primary School, I feel a bit bereft! 16 years of walking up and down
that hill… (I once worked out the distance, it’s the same as walking to New York
along the sea bed!). It’s going to take a while to get used to this next stage of
my life in Puriton, and we’re all really going to miss the connection with the
village school. I’ve got the WI Summer Party coming up soon though so I will
be raiding my children’s school uniform for that as that’s the theme… I might
have to include some photos in the next edition as it could be an interesting
night! I must admit the WI wasn’t quite what I expected it would be like when
I joined - it’s really very entertaining,
and sometimes we even win at skittles!
Sometimes…!
Don’t forget to keep nominating
members of the community for the
Good Citizen Award (a form is included
in this newsletter).
Over the summer we’ve so much going
on, don’t forget to get involved!
Until next time though, please keep
your contributions coming in - I need
input from everyone to make this
newsletter informative and interesting!
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Dates for your Diaries
Saturday 10 August Puriton Flower Show. 2pm start, trophies presented 4.15pm.
Car boot sale in playing field. Produce sale afterwards. Puriton Village Hall.
Sunday 11 August Bark in the Park. From 10am, judging at 11am. Puriton Village
Hall. For more information: Penny 07867 507413. Lots of fun classes to enter!
Thursday 15 August Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 17 August Puriton Party in the Park. 2-10pm Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 29 August Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 12 September Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 26 September Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 28 September Musical Evening. At St Michael’s Church, Puriton.
Sunday 29 September Allotment Association’s barbecue. To be held at the
allotments. There are a couple of plots becoming vacant soon. If any one is
interested please contact 07486900382 or susanlgould27@gmail.com
Thursday 10 October Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 24 October Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 30 November Woolavington Youth Theatre present Scheherazade.
Performances at  4.30pm and 7.30pm at Woolavington Village Hall.

PAW PRINTS CATTERY

“Home from Home”
At The Mallards, Edington Road, Burtle, Nr Bridgwater TA7 8NX

Tel: 01278 722252
Fully licensed with choice of luxury large heated chalets

Cat loving family run with flexible opening hours
Quiet country location

4 miles from A39/6 miles from A38
Email: pawprintscattery@ymail.com

www.pawprintscattery.co.uk
Collection and delivery service available
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Chairman’s Round Up
Hope you’re enjoying the summer sun, well at least if it lasts anyway. So, what’s been
happening in and around the village?
First, the Parish council wish to extend our heartfelt condolences to the families of
Jayden Dolman and Dan Mee, after such a tragic event in Spain, we are truly sorry for
your loss. The family have recently requested the new skate park/pump track be named
after Jayden, and I couldn’t think of a more fitting way to remember Jayden who was a
well thought of and loved member of the community, we will make sure this happens.

I attended the breaking of the earth at the ROF site with Councillor John Lunn and
Councillor Barry Crow. The event took place despite the windy and cold conditions and
a great number of dignitaries and local council delegates attended the event. Some
excellent food was laid on by the 37 Club consisting of excellent produce from our very
own Court Farm Butchers. The project is due to commence 1 July 2019 and a public
liaison officer for the contractor has been employed to keep us up to track on progress
and any information can be acquired from them or Paul Lowndes as before. The parish
council and neighbourhood planning group attend meetings held by Gravity and we will
keep you informed of any interesting or appropriate news.
The event held at the village hall by the Neighbourhood Planning Group, or NPG, was
very well attended. Again, thank you to the team for organising the event and again a
big thank you to Court Farm Butchers for the lovely hog roast and burgers. The NPG will
brief you on the adult side of the event in their own report. We held a separate young
people’s event in the committee room and engaged with our youngsters by employing
YMCA Taunton, who with their knowledge and skills could interact with our young
people, they set up some activities and worked with our younger folk to determine their
needs and aspirations. They were very frank and informative about what they would
like to see happen in the parish and it was refreshing to see our young people make
some very valid and interesting points. Feedback from YMCA Taunton at the last parish
council meeting was of great interest to the council, a full report is being processed for
the NPG for their information gathering exercise. These will all be published soon.
Following on from the event and recent issues regarding our young people engaged in
their own project in the park, although industrious and creative, a few residents found
their activities both improper and to a degree a risk. We must appreciate that all of us
were young once I certainly was involved in similar projects and never considered the
possibilities that what I was doing may have been a little on the naughty side. It kept
me engaged for many hours during the summer holidays and kept me out of mischief.
My mother never knew where I was or what I was doing and luckily no one ever found
out, we were having fun. I met with the group who had built their own ramp, they really
couldn’t see that what they were doing was wrong but understood after a discussion
why it could be seen as perhaps not the right place to build one or the right approach
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to getting a pump cycle track. The parish council are hard at work trying to improve the
amenities and looking at ways to encourage responsible and healthy activity for
everyone. Our wonderful orchard is one example of such a project which involved our
younger children and in my amazement our trees are bearing fruit. I have a strong belief
that if you can engage with the young people in this Parish and encourage them to be
responsible and listen to them, then we can grow our community to be harmonious
and fulfilling for every resident and child. A new notice board has been installed in the
orchard which will contain maintenance details and other notifications.
The pump track is in the planning stage, a working group has been set up including
parents and several young people. There are several hoops go to through in getting the
land sorted out with the Playing Fields committee. Judith and I met with a contractor
to look at the land we are suggesting using for the track. The current idea is to possibly
use tarmac which enables various forms of bike or scooter to be used on it, but all these
decisions are yet to be made and consultation with the end user and Playing fields will
be required. CCTV is suggested as well to ensure safety including some new lighting to
keep things safe and secure. We have also been asked for a youth shelter and youth
club, we are in the process of looking into these provisions.
The survey completed by YMCA Taunton raised some interesting facts about the
demographics of the Parish and its residents and what is available to various age groups.
This is to be handed onto the Neighbourhood Planning Group so that they can analyse
the data. The report which can then be published. The Parish Council have been briefed
on the data, and the various projects suggested are already at the planning stage.
The village green walling is complete, just
some drainage work to be completed during
August. Thank you, Jerry Pope and his team,
for making the area look so wonderful, and
for making the whole process so painless.
Could I also wish Keir and Heidi and their
family the best of luck and thank you for
keeping the post office going. Look forward
to many years of great business for you and
your family.
Finally the Parish council have decided that
we will post information that we think the
parish might find of interest on Puriton
People Facebook group and our website:
 www.puritonparishcouncil.org.
Wishing everyone a very happy summer.

Simon Langley

Jo's
Mobile

Hairdressing
Ladies, gentlemen

 & children

Friendly & reliable service
Fully qualified & insured

Tel: 01278 683016
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Hanging up the Date Stamp!
Just a big thank you to everyone for all your good wishes and gifts on my departure
from the Post Office. It was so very kind of you all and meant a great deal to me. I
must admit it was a rather emotional week but thankfully I did manage to get
through it without becoming a blubbering mess!

It’s now nice to meet so many of you out and about.

I’ve definitely passed the baton on into good hands, Keir and Heidi have done a
fantastic refurbishment and it’s good to see them settling into their new venture
so well and so many customers old and new heading in through the door to support
them. It’s lovely to see the place serving the village as a Post Office & Stores once
more.

Thanks again for all your support over the years.

Best wishes to you all,

Sandra Tizzard, EX-Subpostmistress Puriton Post Office 

If you are new to the village and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, please email:

Nik Lewin: nik.suzuki.65@gmail.com or
Denise Eggington puritonbrownowl@gmail.com
and we will get one to you as soon as possible.
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Footpaths in Puriton
We are very fortunate in Puriton to have several footpaths, all of different lengths and
terrains. Please be aware that several of the fields contain livestock.

There are four pedestrian paths in the village suitable for all users which will give those
unfamiliar with the village an insight into Puriton. Northmead Drove, a restricted byway
off Rye, leads down to the motorway and the bridge that used to carry the railway from
the old ROF factory. It is only a right of way for a short distance. If you are lucky you might
see deer and foxes here. It is also a great spot for picking blackberries and sloes. Churchfield
Drove leads from the Sports Centre to the new estate at Riverton Gardens, but please be
aware it is often boggy at the estate end. There are no stiles along these droves.

For those more adventurous, walks range from half a mile to about 3.5 miles. Stiles and
gates are all useable but some do need repair, so go carefully. One starts at the beginning
of Puriton Park with a stile set in the hedgerow. Follow this path across the field, through
a metal gate into the remains of the old quarry. Deer are sometimes here. Wooden steps
take you into the fields. The hedges have gone to make way for the new road, but the
waymarker is still in place. Follow the path to the ridge of the Polden Hills where you will
see a metal gate in front of you. You can see for miles across to the Quantocks and the
Brendon Hills   Here you have three choices. Turn left and the path, now a bridleway, will
take you past Chisland Covert to Woolavington. This path can be quite boggy in places. The
woods are not part of the bridleway. It is possible to do a circular route this way but this
involves walking back along Woolavington Road which has no speed limit and no pavement.
If you turn right at the gate the bridle path goes through the woods and comes out onto
Hillside. Or go over the stile next to the metal gate at the top, down a steep hill and you
will come out onto the lay-by on the A39. It is possible to turn left here, walk along the A39
on the grass verge, cross the road at the entrance to the fisherman's car park and walk
along the permissive path next to King’s Sedgemoor Drain which will eventually take you
back to the village. Caution is needed as this involves crossing a very busy road.

This walk can also be accessed from the other end of the village. Cross the A39 at the top
of Hillside and you will see a narrow lane which leads down to a field adjoining the slip
road, walk down along the hedgerow towards the motorway and on your left you will see
the stile. After a few yards this path reaches the water. Two choices here. Turn left and
this pleasant path, where you can see evidence of the old lime kilns and cottages, leads to
the permissive path and through fields to the junction at Silver Fish (Crandon Bridge). If
you turn right instead of left, it is a very different walk, under the motorway and, with
caution, over the railway line to the main road, then to the motorway roundabout. Opposite
you will notice a footpath sign that takes you to Downend where there is another footpath
through fields. I have seen fox cubs playing here. This leads out onto Pawlett Road where
you turn right and then cross the pedestrian bridge over the motorway back to Puriton.
Enjoy your walks and if you encounter any problems with the footpaths please contact me.

Julia Glinister, Parish Path Liaison Officer
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POLDEN HILLS
VETERINARY

CENTRE
The Woollands

Brent Road
Cossington
Bridgwater
Somerset
TA7 8LF

01278 722088

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday

8am - 7pm

Saturday
8am - 1pm

VETS LIVING ON PREMISES
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE clinics available from fully qualified,
experienced Registered Veterinary Nurses

All are welcome to view our facilities and meet our friendly,
caring and professional team

10% Discount for all pensioners (60+ years)
every day

www.poldenhillsvets.com
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Fresh from the Oven
Who doesn't love a cream tea?

The only question is how do you eat them,
the Cornish or Devonshire way?

Add some fruit and enter them in the Flower Show on the 10th August.

SCONES
1lb Self Raising Flour
1tsp Salt
4oz Butter
2oz Caster Sugar
¹/₂ pt Milk

Milk to glaze

Jam and Clotted Cream to serve

Method:
Sieve flour and salt into a bowl.
Rub in the butter until it resembles breadcrumbs.
Add sugar and mix to soft dough with milk.
It will be a sticky mixture, you may like to had a little more flour.
Turn onto a floured board, knead quickly.
Roll to ³/₄" thickness.
Cut into approximately 15 rounds with a 2¹/₂" cutter.
Place on a greased tray, brush with milk.
Bake for approximately 10-12 minutes on Gas 8.
Cool on a wire tray.

Scones freeze extremely well.
Sue Lukins
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Puriton - You Did us Proud!
Following experiencing a
double tragedy of losing two
amazing young men Jayden
Dolman and Dan Mee, the
village of Puriton quickly came
together and wanted to help
and support us where they
could. As a family we were
overwhelmed by the kind
messages, cards, donations and
community spirit. There are too many to thank personally, but to each and every
one of you we are very grateful to you for supporting us through a difficult time.

As Jayden grew up in the village and was well known to many for his cheeky smile
and love of skateboarding, and Dan was a big hearted lad from Bridgwater who
was never far behind with his skateboard too, both the families would like to join
together to support a skateboard park/pump track in Puriton as a memorial to
Jayden and Dan, to keep their memory alive!! Please help us to make this happen.

With love,
Jayden’s family x
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Puriton Flower Show
Hi Everyone, welcome to all the new villagers who have
joined our happy community. 

Over the past 40 years we have held our Flower Show in
times of great heat and pouring rain, but on every
occasion it has been a wonderful event enjoyed by all.

You can look at this Show in different ways. There are our
ladies and gentlemen who enter every year, some with more success than others.
They are not deterred if they don’t win, the important thing is that they take part,
without them we are nothing. They are not professionals, they are village people
enjoying a challenge.

Why don’t you enter this year?  We do not charge an admission fee so you have
nothing to lose. I have heard many times during the afternoon of the Show people
say “I could have done that” or “my cakes look better than that... how did that win”
“my vegetables are as good as that” or “I wish I had entered”. Well come on what’s
stopping you? It is fun and exciting to come down, enter your exhibits and then
return in the afternoon to see how you did.

The Judges are independent and have no idea who has entered, your entries appear
under your own number not your name. Your name is only displayed if you have
been successful. We do not give cash prizes, the kudos is in winning a certificate
or even a trophy.

If you have a “bucket list” pop this challenge on it and by the middle of August you
will have something to cross off and that is a great feeling.  Encourage your children
to enter, having their work displayed gives them a sense of achievement and they
can win a small amount of money.

A schedule will have been delivered to you by now, if you haven’t received one
please call me on 684027. You are eligible to
enter if you are a resident of Puriton, Downend
or Dunball. You may just wish to come and see
what goes on.

Why not sort out that unwanted “stuff” you are
storing and have a car boot on the field? Set up
1.00p.m. Cars £5. Vans £10. No need to book just
turn up.
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Court Farm Butchers

Beef and Lamb all raised on our own local farm plus a huge
selection of quality meat and meat products, dairy produce, jams,
sauces, pickles, fresh vegetables, home made cakes and bread.

Outside catering and Pig Roast available

Family butchers run by Stuart and Jenny

You’ve tried the rest, now try the best!!

Riverton Road
Puriton

TA7 8BW
Tel: 01278 683394
Mob: 07743 896977

We are having a karate display during the afternoon and there will be a gentleman
wood carving and selling his goods. Burnham and Highbridge Band will be playing
and of course there will be refreshments and ice cream available.

This is the quintessential village afternoon that can be enjoyed by all ages. Strolling
around the field, sitting listening to the band drinking tea, eating cake and ice cream
what is there not to enjoy?

Later in the afternoon the trophies will be awarded, the raffle drawn and to round
off the afternoon there is an auction of the produce exhibitors have donated to

boost our coffers. There are always lovely
goods to be purchased at excellent prices.

It costs a lot of money to put on this Show so
please come along and support this lovely
event. Looking forward to seeing you.

Janet Williams
Secretary Puriton Flower Show Committee
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Potting Shed Tips…
Well what can I say other than what wonderful
weather we have been experiencing this July so
far! Our gardens are blooming with flowers
basking in the mid day sun and barbecue aromas
in the evenings. Our waterbutts are running low
as we constantly water during the hot spell and
try not to use tap water so could do with some rain
to replenish these.

Which leads me on to drought-tolerant plants. These are great for dry/hot
conditions. Lavenders, rosemary, agapanthus, sedums, geums, iris, yucca and
erygniums (sea holly) to name but a few of lots available.  When many of us go on
holidays during the summer months these require little or no maintenance whilst
away so they are a perfect addition to a garden border or pots.

RHS Chelsea Flower Show and RHS Chatsworth have been and gone and the TV
coverage showed magnificent displays of flowers in full bloom and gardens to
dream about. Inspirational show gardens give us lots of ideas for our gardens
however large or small. Obviously we don't all have top landscape artists and
designers to help showcase our gardens but we can re-create elements of their
amazing creations to enjoy.

Jobs for the summer months:

● Harvest fruit and vegetables regularly or your small courgette will soon become
a marrow!

● Continue to liquid feed your pots and baskets to boost flowering and plant
growth and keep a constant wonderful show of flowers.

● Collect seed pods this year ready to keep for sowing next year or simply allow
plants to self seed (as long as you don't mind where they grow next year!).

● Be waterwise when watering, water in the evenings and direct the water to
the base of the plant where it needs it and use recycled water where possible.

● Don't forget to get your entry forms in for the Puriton Flower Show, look
through the schedule and see what sections your family can enter. There is
something for everyone!

● And last but not least enjoy spending time in your gardens or on the allotment
otherwise it’s all work and no play.

Sarah Phillips
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Puriton Primary School
Key Stage 2 Production:

The Lion King
Some photos of the most

excellent cast.
A stunning performance.
They all looked amazing!
Well done to all involved.
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Community Engagement Event
Sunday 2 June 2019, saw over 270 local
residents attend the Village Hall, taking the
opportunity to find out what the future holds
for Puriton. The day was planned after
analysing the feedback from the
Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire which
was completed in Dec 2018. There were
several themes that ran through the results
and, working with the Parish Council, we
decided to provide you with the chance to
find answers to your questions, air your
thoughts and concerns and also understand

the next steps the Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group were taking.

To help answer questions about
the Neighbourhood Plan, members
of the Steering Group had two
stands which shared some of the
questionnaire results and also
information about the Call For Sites
process (full information can be
found on the Puriton Parish Council

website: www.puritonparishcouncil.org and the Steering Group can be contacted
directly by emailing:
puritonnp@gmail.
com). The group also
meets every 4 – 6
weeks for 2 hours at
the Sports Centre so
please feel free to
come along to see
the progress being
made!



19

Also available on the 2nd June to answer questions and discuss concerns were Kim
and Lora, our PCSOs, Paul Lowndes from Gravity, who had a very busy time sharing
information about the new road and development at the ROF site, Simon Langley
and Judith Fletcher from the Parish Council and Nick Tait from Sedgemoor District
Council Planning Dept. We also took the opportunity, with the support of Taunton
YMCA, to work with our younger residents, aiming to understand what their hopes
and concerns are so the Parish Council could consider providing some appropriate
activities within the village.

Court Farm butchers provided us with an amazing hog roast and a special thank
you must go to Astrid Benson, Dawn Saunders, Judith Fletcher and Jan Burton
(amongst others) who manned the kitchen, keeping an ongoing supply of the hog
roast, wine and cider! The day was brilliant with lots of questions and conversations
from the moment the event started at 12pm, until after the official closing time of
4pm. We’d like to say a huge thank you to those that made themselves available
to talk to you, and also a huge thank you for those who showed such support and
passion for Puriton by coming along and feeding so much information back to us.

Sometimes the wisest words come from the younger members of the
community. This note was left by Verity Simmons, aged 9.
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Regular Events
VILLAGE HALL
Parish Council Meeting 2nd Tuesday of month 7.45pm
Puriton Afternoon Club Every other Thursday, 2.30-4.30 Grace: 683355
WI  First Tuesday in month, 7.30 Katie: 683396
Rainbows (age 5-7)  Tuesdays, 5.00-6.00 Denise: 07889 202068
Brownies (age 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 Denise: 07889 202068
Sunshine Pre-school  Mon, Wed and Fri, 9.00-3.00pm, 07746 487759
(age 2 - school age) Tue and Thur 9.00-1.00pm
Sequence Dancing  1st, 3rd, 4th Friday, 8.00-10.00 Grace: 683355
Line Dancing Social  2nd Friday, 8.00-11.00 Debbie Statton 788825
Bingo  Every Monday, 7.00 for 7.30  Ivy Ryan: 455393
T’ai Chi  Wednesdays 7.00  Malcolm: 07817 395510
Puriton Players Thursday evenings Alan Scott: 07734 357981
Zumba Gold Wednesdays 5.30-6.30 Carole-Anne:07484216900

CLIST CHURCH ROOM
Coffee Stop  Tuesdays, 10.30-12.00  All welcome
MU Bring & Buy & Coffee Last Tuesday in month
Patchwork & Quilting  Tuesdays, 7.15-9.15  Lin Fry: 691398
Patchwork & Quilting Last Thursday in month 10-4 Lin Fry: 691398
Bell Ringing
(at the Church Tower) Mon, 7.30 (newcomers welcome) Norman Salter: 684050
Social Arts & Crafts Group Alternate Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 Robin 684700
Puriton Guides 1st Saturday in month Karen 07811 004531
 Kingfisherpuriton@gmail.com
Tai Chi/Qigong Mondays 9.30-10.15 Gemma Carpenter:
  07989 371796
Coffee @ the Clist Some Thursdays 2.00-4.00pm Sue Wood (686921)

PURITON INN
Charity Quiz Alternate Wednesdays Pete 684757

OTHER ACTIVITIES/SERVICES
Hunny Bears Daily 8.00-6.00 Lorraine Toms: 683512
(age 2 - school age) (including school holidays)
Slimming World Thursdays 7pm Meet at 37 Club
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SPORTS CENTRE
Puriton Bowling Club All day, every day Derek Clarke: 683882
Puriton Gold Archery Club Tues & Fri, 7.00-9.00pm Keith: 284063
Coastal Archers Weds 7-9pm, Winter Only Robin Leveridge:
 robin9longbowsrus@btinternet.com
Puriton Amateur Boxing  Sun & Thurs evenings Rob Haddon: 07950 909247
Line Dancing Monday evenings Debbie: 788825
Whist Monday & Thursday pm Derek: 683882
Table Tennis Weds pm  Sue Wood: 686921
 or by arrangement
Pilates with Sara Saturdays 8.30-9.30am Sara Marsh:
 Bring a mat and turn up 07887 560278
Pilates with Gemma Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am Gemma: 07989 371796
 Tuesdays 11am-12 noon Debbie: 07931 756554
 (beginners course) Call Debbie to book a place
 Wednesdays 7.45-8.45pm
Puriton Happy Tots (parent-led toddler group) Rachel Addinall: 687297
 Friday 9.45am-11.30am
Victoria Park Rangers FC  (Juniors)  Jason Bale: 07786 851710
Ballroom & Sequence Dance Friday evenings  Margaret Brown: 685125
Cross40fitness Various times Phil Heyward: 07824 999570
  cross40fitness@gmail.com
Zumba Gold Tuesdays 5.30-6.30 Carole-Anne: 07484 216900

HIRE CHARGES
Facility Contact Charge
Village Hall Emma Otley: 07443 593640  £15.00/hour (private function)
 01278 685394 £10.00/hour (Hall & Kitchen)
 Enquire for regular user rates £8.00/hour (Committee Room)
School Hall Reception: 683630 or £7.50/hour
 office@puriton.somerset.sch.uk
Clist Church Room Mrs A Russ: 684221 £6.00/hour
Sports Centre Judith Fletcher 685242 please enquire when booking
   prices may be subject to VAT
 Two meeting rooms available, a large function room/kitchen
 Also Sports Hall is very suitable for a kids’ party.
 puritonplayingfields@gmail.com
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PURITON PARISH COUNCIL

Good Citizen Awards 2019 – Nomination form
The aim of the Puriton Good Citizen Award is to publicly recognise the unpaid
work and commitment of extraordinary local volunteers who have made a
significant contribution to their local community.

Thank you for taking the time to nominate a good citizen, but before you begin,
please fill in your details so that we can contact you if we need further information:

Your name:..........................................................................................................

Your address:......................................................................................................

Your phone number:............................................................................................

Your mobile phone number:................................................................................

Your email address:............................................................................................

Nominee details (the person nominated must be over 18ys of age):

Name:..................................................................................................................

Address:..............................................................................................................

Phone number:....................................................................................................

Mobile phone number:.........................................................................................

Email address:.....................................................................................................

How do you know of this person?.......................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

For more information, contact Sally Diaz, Parish clerk:
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
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PURITON PARISH COUNCIL
In the following box, please describe, in no more than 200 words, the contribution
to the community made by this person, including the nature of their contribution,
how long this has been for, and who has benefited.

Once complete please put this form in one of the Good Citizen Award Nomination
Boxes at Court Farm Butchers on Riverton Road or at the Puriton Inn.

For more information, contact Sally Diaz, Parish clerk:
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
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Simon Langley
8 Riverton Road
Puriton TA7 8BW
Tel: 683007
Email: simonlangley.ppc@gmx.com

Judith Fletcher
Congregation House
9A Woolavington Road
Puriton TA7 8BE
Tel: 685242
Email: judithfletcherppc@gmx.com

Sandra Tizzard
4 Middle Street
Puriton TA7 8AU
Tel: 685355
Email: sandratizzardppc@gmx.com

Mark Healey
Tel: 685368
Email: markhealey@gmx.com

John Lunn
Tel: 324351
Email: johnlunnppc@gmx.com

Julie Coleman
Email: juliecolemanppc@gmx.com
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Barrie Crow
Email: barriecrowppc@gmx.com

Vanda Crow
Email: vandacrowppc@gmx.com

Vacant position

Parish Clerk:
Sally Diaz
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
01934 221659

From the Clerk’s Desk
It was wonderful to see so many faces at the community event on 2nd June at the
village hall. Questionnaires were provided for your thoughts on additional police
presence in the village. The results showed 97% would like to see an additional
presence in the village, 85% would like to see a PCSO present during the evenings
and weekends and 75% answered that anti-social behaviour needs to be addressed.
62.5% felt parking was an issue also. 80% said they would pay extra in their council
tax for a PCSO. There were 40 completed questionnaires in total.

The work to repair and rebuild the wall at Rye is underway and is looking lovely
and will be completed over the next couple of months.

Would you like to join Puriton Parish Council? Cllr Alan Barnaby has resigned and
therefore creates a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. Please contact me on
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org or 01934 221659 for further details.

Here’s hoping for some blue skies and dry weather for the Flower Show and Party
in the Park!

Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk
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Wood 'en Stuff
For all your carpentry & property maintenance

Including:
Kitchens and bedrooms fitted

Door hanging
Laminate flooring

Timber fencing and decking
Call Gary on 01278 683734. Mob: 07821 513608

Free estimates
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Sunshine Preschool
Hello All!

Hope everyone is enjoying the warm
weather. We were truly spoilt with the warm
weather this term and the children enjoyed
lots of water play, icy messy play, story-
telling under the trees and ate yummy ice
lollies to cool ourselves down!

We've had a really busy term and one of our themes was ‘under
the sea’ where we made lots of beautiful fish, jellyfish and
seahorses. We also enjoyed using numbered seashells in the sand to recognise out
numbers. We also made our own sandy playdough which the children absolutely
loved! If you happen to use the village hall during the summer, please do take a
look at our wonderful notice board where you will see the children's beautiful
‘under the sea’ display! We think it's fab!

This term was also the term that we said goodbye
to all our wonderful leavers who are moving to ‘big
school’. We had a wonderful leavers party and sang
lots of songs which the children had practiced for
weeks. They sang beautifully on the day and I'm sure
their parents and grandparents who watched would
agree! We wish our leavers all the very best in their
new schools and we will miss them lots!

We wish everyone a great summer!



29



30

The ROF Site and Access Road
Following the decision by a Government Inspector to grant Sedgemoor District
Council a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the land required to build a new
road onto Gravity, construction of the road will start in earnest in early July.  Gravity
has appointed Alun Griffiths as the contractor to build the link road. To mark the
occasion, Gravity hosted representatives from Sedgemoor District Council, Heart
of the South West LEP, Somerset County Council, Puriton and Woolavington Parish
Councils, and Alun Griffiths, as well as business partners, at a groundbreaking
ceremony for the link road on the 11 June.

Completion of the road is anticipated for Autumn 2020, enabling occupational
construction to commence.  Identified as a strategic location for growth in the
district, the site is supported both nationally, as a designated Enterprise Zone, and
locally, having been awarded £3.94m in Growth Deal funding for the link road from
the Heart of the South West LEP.  The remainder of the £10.3m total build cost for
the road is being contributed by Gravity.  The Minister for Local Growth, Jake Berry,
commented “Improving transport links and infrastructure is key to unlocking local
growth. This is why I am delighted that our £3.94 million Local Growth Fund
investment towards the new link road will not only help to improve access to leisure
facilities for the enjoyment of local residents, but generate thousands of jobs and
provide an attractive place for new businesses to Bridgwater and the surrounding
local area making it a centre for Clean Growth.”

More information will be available on the 18-month road construction programme,
the associated travel management and other disruption that villagers may
experience shortly.  This information will be communicated by Paul Lowndes,
Gravity Programme Director and the contractor’s community liaison officer who
will meet regularly with the community at the 37 Club.  In addition, residents will
be able to access information boards at the 37 Club and notices via Puriton and
Woolavington Village Halls.  Answers to formal questions about the link road have
been submitted in writing.

Remediation works are ongoing and are forecast to complete on time at the end
of 2019.

Dominique Allnutt
Director of Brand, Marketing and Communications
Gravity, Former BAE Systems Site
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60 second interview with……
Richard Shillito

How long have you lived in Puriton?
We moved into a flat in Puriton Manor in April 2004, soon
after I started working in Bridgwater. I soon got bored of the
drive from the other side of Exeter. We moved into our first
house two years later where we stayed until we moved to
our current house in 2014.
Describe your involvement in the village……
I’m involved in the creation of the Puriton Neighbourhood
Plan. I went along to the open event the Parish Council held
a couple of years ago and it seemed a complete no brainer

to me – we simply had to get a Neighbourhood Plan in place to have some influence
on village developments. Alongside that, purely by having a Neighbourhood Plan
in place the Parish receives a higher proportion of the Community Infrastructure
Levy that developers have to pay the Local Authority – essentially we will receive
more money to spend on village improvements. If development is going to take
place, let’s try and influence where and what type of development, and let’s make
sure the village gets something positive out of it too.
Describe yourself in 3 words
Shy, polite (most of the time) and greedy
Tell us something people may not know about you
After university I spent six winters working in different ski resorts around the world.
3 winters in France, 1 in Austria, 1 in Canada and 1 in the USA. I’d highly recommend
it to anyone before settling down, as they say.
What are your hobbies?
I’ve always been mad on music and try and get to concerts as often as possible. I
spend a lot of time doing things with my children, which I love: Cycling, camping,
watching and playing football with them. I love cricket and still play (although
increasingly poorly) a few times a year.
Who would be your dream dinner date & why?
Keith Richards, if he was in a jovial mood and the stories were flowing whilst he
was fiddling around playing the blues on an old acoustic guitar.
What’s your favourite pudding?
Lemon Tart probably, with clotted cream on the side. I prefer citrusy things to
chocolate or caramel things. I have this memory in my head from when I was no
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older than 4 and being given the whisks to lick as my mum prepared lemon syllabub
for a dinner party. I’d never tasted anything like it and still adore lemon.
And your favourite cheese?
Gruyere. Preferably eaten in Swiss Alpine pasture with some salami, bread,
tomatoes and a cold beer.
And your favourite beer?
I’m going through a bit of a craft beer phase at the moment. I recently had a Bristol
Beer Factory Southville Hop at the Crossways Inn which was delicious. But, I love
a cold Peroni on a hot day too.
What’s the most interesting/unusual thing in your house?
Interesting is a very subjective thing! I’m the world’s worst guitarist but have always
loved guitars and have many. My wife wouldn’t think that’s interesting at all though
– I think she sees them as noisy clutter!
If you could wave a magic wand, what would you change or add to the village?
I’d have the Neighbourhood Plan written because there’s a lot of work ahead!
Hopefully the plan will indicate many improvements that residents want to see
which will then need to be implemented. Personally I’d like to see somewhere off
road created for riding bikes – an
informal dirt track maybe where
riders young and old can enjoy cycling
off road. Not a massive professional
mountain bike park – just somewhere
off road with bumps, beams, jumps
etc… Somewhere fun to ride and hang
out.
Thank you for your interesting
answers Richard - it’s good to know
more about those who are taking
such an active role in shaping the
future of our village!
If you would like to volunteer or
have any suggestions for who we
should interview next time for our
“60 Second Interview”, then please
get in touch!

Meg Kanka
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It is now well documented that much of our
wildlife has declined significantly. Whilst
efforts are ongoing on a national scale, there
is plenty we can do locally to support
dwindling populations of hedgehogs and
other once-familiar species.

In an effort to
make their own
garden more
wildlife friendly,

a couple of Hillside residents recognised a need for a
more widespread effort to make a real difference for

wildlife in and around
the village. 

With that in mind, the
Puriton Nature Network
was formed. Founders
Beth and Jamie have
been heartened by the
interest among local residents, several of whom met
at the pub recently to share ideas. The group are
hoping to involve more of the local community and
are considering family events, workshops on how to
encourage wildlife into your garden with hands-on

box building sessions, and projects to improve
and connect wild spaces around the village
and in our gardens.

The next meeting will take place at the
Puriton Inn on the 6th August from 7pm
onwards. We would love to see you so please
come along for a drink and a chat. You can
keep up to date and send your thoughts and
ideas through social media. Just search for
Puriton Nature Network on Facebook and
Twitter (@NaturePuriton).

Photos: Keith Prowse, Paul Stubbs, Barry Clark
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Non-Alcoholic Summer Punch
Our resourceful Parish Clerk Sally Diaz has shared a recipe with us for this
refreshing non-alcoholic summer punch. A perfect accompaniment when you
are busy with important parish business on a hot summer’s day!
Ingredients:

1 litre of diet/normal lemonade/sprite
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
50mls of ginger beer
Mixed chopped fruit: raspberries, strawberries,
peaches, apples, oranges
Juice of 1 lemon or lime and 1 orange
Mint

Method:
Mix the clear lemonade and balsamic vinegar in a jug.
Add chopped fruit, mint and the natural juice of a
lemon and an orange and place in the fridge for 30-60
minutes.
Add ice cubes before serving.

A local Accountant providing a personal service.
Bookkeeping, Accounting and TAX/VAT returns.

10% discount offered to businesses in the Polden area.

Karen Nobes ACMA CTA

Call 01278 685123 for a free consultation
karen@poldenaccountants.co.uk
www.poldenaccountants.co.uk
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Puriton Flower Show Society
Can you believe Flower Show time is approaching?

This year the show takes place on Saturday 10th August in the Village Hall
commencing at 2pm, when everything in the garden should be at its best
(if only we could guarantee that).

We are proud to be presenting our 40th event, which is no mean
achievement when we are surrounded by so many other distractions.

A schedule will have be delivered to every household in the parish, if for
some unknown reason you are without one please contact our show
secretary Linda (683175), and she will get one to you.

You will find a plethora of classes and there should be something you can
enter.

The deadline for entry forms is Wednesday 7th August at 7pm and you are
reminded that you CANNOT enter any item which has been in a previous
show.

Other attractions on the day include
the Burnham and Highbridge Band,
our car boot sale: cars £5, vans £10,
sellers can enter the field from 1pm.
There will also be a karate display and
wood carving.

Our Parish Clerk Sally Diaz will present
the winners with their trophies at
4.15pm.

Shortly after the end of the show we
will have an auction of surplus produce
(sure to be some bargains).

Hope to see you, plus I hope it is a dry
day (fingers crossed)!

Mike Parker
Puriton Flower Show Society
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Baking for Charity
Tayla is a nine year old village resident with a life threatening
metabolic disorder - Ornithine transcarbamylase (OTC). Tayla
was diagnosed at just 18 months old! There are only 20,000
people living with a metabolic disorder in the UK and Tayla is
one of five in the whole of the South West of the UK with this
disorder.

Mum (Ali Hurd) had to give up her job as a chef when Tayla fell
ill to care for her. Ali has always wanted to give something back
for all the help and support she’s received over the last 7 years,
so decided to become a volunteer for Metabolic Support UK -
raising awareness and fundraising.

Due to knee and back injuries Ali can’t run
marathons or do anything physical like that, so
she decided to do what she was good at - baking
cakes!

A cake sale was held on 1 June and Ali made a
huge array of delicious cakes, to stop for a cuppa
and cake or to take away for later. A team of
friends were on hand to help pour teas and
collect plates and money! This raised a massive
£389 in just 10 weeks!

Since then Ali has been taking orders from friends and family for cakes and other
goodies and has raised a whopping £1,084 - and the money keeps on rising, just

like her lovely cakes!

The next cake
and coffee sale
will be 11.30am
until 3pm at
Puriton Village
Hall on Saturday
7 September. All
are welcome!
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Ranger’s Ramblings
Hi all,
Phew it’s been a warm spell! I’m writing this the first week of
July, never known brambles grow so fast after that rain earlier,
I think some have grown nearly 2 foot in 2 weeks. Dog mess is
still a problem but I think it’s on a decline, let’s hope so. Fly
tipping is still a problem, I do try and report it as soon as I spot
it or it’s reported to me, please note car registrations if possible
if you catch some one defiling our country side but be careful - these people do
not respond too well to being reported.
With the new road imminent it’s nice to see by the road between Puriton and
Woolavington a number of archaeologists busy on that field north of the road.
Makes me think they are treating it seriously, thanks to Mrs Mudge for the
information.
We need rain now as the runner beans are coming into flower and they love the
rain, that rain we had a while ago made the runners grow like billy-o. The winter
cabbage has still not bolted, only 3 left out of 43 which is unusual. Tomatoes which

were grown from seed - tumbling
tomatoes - are just starting to fruit now,
they need some sun to ripen em off.
It’s nice for mowing with this dry
weather, but it was a bit hot the other
day cutting the grass at the Church
Triangle. Then I came back through and
with the wall done I must say it looked
very smart, the builders did a great job.
That will be there for many years to
come - an asset for the parish.
Happy gardening! 
Chris Gulliford, Parish Ranger

Want to move more easily?
Reduce back pain? Feel stronger

and more flexible?
Strengthen your core? Ease stress?

Try pilates.
Classes at Puriton Sports Centre;

Tuesdays 9.45am and Wednesdays
7.45pm. NEW Beginners Course

Tuesdays 11am.

To find out more or to book your place
please email
funfitnesswithdebbie@gmail.com
mobile 07931 756554

Facebook - Pilates in Bridgwater.
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Are you interested in what happens in your Community?

Residents of Puriton and Woolavington have been working hard in order to
spend £1million of Big Lottery Funding via Big Local. In 2015 we created our
first Big Local Plan. Several groups and activities have successfully applied
for funding to work with us to deliver the outcomes within the plan.

Want to get involved and make a difference?

Find us on Facebook - Villages Together 

You will receive a warm welcome, meet people/groups who are applying
for funds, hear about exciting new projects, help decide where your money
is spent. Come and join us.

Contact - Sharon Collard - Community Project Lead
Sharon@shal.org or tel: 077404102322

King Square, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 3DG

Date Day Venue

14 August Wednesday Puriton - Village Hall

11 September Thursday Woolavington - Bitham Walk

9 October Wednesday Puriton - 37 Club

14 November Thursday Woolavington - venue TBC

11 December Wednesday Puriton - 37 Club
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Personal Carer
with 15+ years experience
working within care sector.

Tel: 01278 683016

Services include:
Personal care, sitting service,
shopping, meal preparation,

cleaning, laundry & pets.
Fully insured and DBS checked.
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Newsletter Editorial Group
Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk,
Puriton Parish Council

Email: clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
Website: www.puritonparishcouncil.org

Tel: 01934 221659

Editor:
Jessica Cather

1 Batch Close, Puriton
Tel: 01278 685113

Email: puritonnews@gmail.com
Assisted by Meg Kanka

From the parish council:
Judith Fletcher, Simon Langley, John Lunn.

Contact details on council page.

If you are putting an event on please send me information to include in
the next newsletter - a poster is always appreciated!

If you want to submit an article or have something to say about what’s
going on in the village we’d love to hear from you.

Please email your contributions to: puritonnews@gmail.com

The deadline for the next newsletter is 15 September 2019.

Your Village Newsletter
Needs You!

This is your newsletter so please contribute
articles for inclusion in it.
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About this Newsletter
This newsletter, while it is strictly non-political, serves as a forum for information and
debate and for the views of the people of Puriton, Downend and Dunball. The views
expressed by individuals and published in this newsletter are not the views of the Parish
Council, nor does the Parish Council necessarily share or endorse such views.
However, un-attributed articles are generally meant to be for information and the
entertainment of the public and as such are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication. Any items containing discriminatory material relating to race, colour,
creed, gender or age, whether implied or implicit, will be rejected outright.

Advertising - Terms and Conditions of Acceptance
Local businesses are invited to advertise in the newsletter - please contact Sally Diaz,
Clerk to the Parish Council, for details - clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org.
All adverts are accepted on the basis that they comply with the following conditions:

The reproduction and/or publication of any advert does not breach any contract
or infringe or violate any copyright, trademark or any other personal or
proprietary rights.
Adverts comply with the requirements of all relevant legislation and codes of
practice governing the advertising and newsletter industries in force in the
United Kingdom at the time of placing the advert.
All adverts submitted to us are legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other relevant codes under
the general supervision of the Advertising Authority. Lottery or raffles advertised
must be licenced under the appropriate gaming and lotteries legislation.

The Editorial Group reserves the right to alter or abbreviate any advert as they see fit.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to refuse to carry an advert on reasonable
grounds, especially in the spirit of good taste and decency. The Parish Council does not
underwrite any business, product, service or organisation advertised in this newsletter.

Advertising Rates
 4cm x 1 column  (1/8 page)  = £12.50
 4cm x 2 columns  (1/4 page landscape) = £25.00
 8cm x 1 column   (1/4 page portrait) = £25.00
 8cm x 2 columns  (1/2 page)  = £50.00
 16cm x 2 columns (full page)  = £100.00

Rates are payable per annum (Parish Council financial year)
and pro rata and are payable in advance - effective from 1st April 2019.

© Puriton Parish Council - Editorial Group
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Huge thanks to all who attended the Mistletoe
and Sunshine disco which was held on 13th July
at the 37 Club, raising money for The Stroke
Association. Here are a few pictures to give a
flavour of the fun! The final total of £10,021.08
was announced at this event for the year’s
fundraising!

A huge thanks to Jan at the 37 club for her
support, Jenny at Court Farm Butchers, and all
the villagers across Puriton and Woolavington
that have supported us over the last 13 months.

Julie Murphy
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Lots of fun was had at the
Teddy Bears’ Picnic held on

28 May 2019 at the
Community Orchard.

Many thanks to Villages
Together for organising the

day and to all who attended!


