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Parish Clerk

17 Sealey Close
Draycott, CHEDDAR
BS27 3UA

by email to:  clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org
puritonnp@gmail.com
copy to: simonlangley.ppc@gmx.com

14th November 2022

Dear Ms. Diaz,

Response to Draft Puriton Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Draft Puriton Parish Council Neighbourhood
Plan. We are the owners of the land titled ‘Former Quarry’ listed in Table 7 on page 105.

We have no objections in principle to the Former Quarry being designated as a Local Green
Space. However, we have concerns about errors in the diagrams shown in the plan. Map 2
on page 40 of the Neighbourhood Plan, and maps shown at figs. 24, 25 and 26 of the
Masterplan Site Design Codes document show two footpaths which currently do not exist.
This is private land and, despite the implication in Table 1 (page 103), public access is only
permitted on the one designated public footpath and not across the whole of the 1.96ha
‘large wooded area’. There have been no discussions between us, the owners, and the
Parish Council about creating additional footpaths. These presumed footpaths must be
removed from the draft plan before it is adopted. If the Parish Council desires to open up the
total land area for public recreational use then we are happy to discuss options on a ‘without
prejudice’ basis.

The position of the Former Quarry site, being enclosed on three sides between Puriton Park
and the recently approved development south of Woolavington Road is an obvious site for
opening-up as a public amenity space. This idea fully aligns with the Neighbourhood Plan
Vision Statement, which states:

‘Creating new, and enhancing existing, green spaces along with continued and
improved access to the countryside around Puriton is crucial.’ (page 21).

Importantly, page 56 clearly identifies that additional land needs to be found to remedy a
current deficit in outdoor provision for play and sport, especially arising from the approved



new housing development. A plan to convert the Former Quarry into a public recreation
space would seem to align with all requirements of Policy LFA2: Maintaining and Enhancing
Community Facilities, Amenities and Assets (page 59) and with policy BNES: Local Green
Space (page 104).

We had previously sought advice from Sedgemoor District Council regarding using the land
for public recreation space. In their response (see letter attached), we received the opinion
‘.. | do not believe that there would be an objection in principle to the use of this land as
open space provision’ ... ‘Ideally we would want to see this as a comprehensive scheme so
that we can ensure that the development on one site [the approved housing development] is
delivered in time with the 'benefits’ on this site.’

It is clear that over 250 households from Puriton Park and the new housing development will
be within 200 metres of this new recreation space. We therefore suggest that if the Parish
Council is true to its commitments, then a portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
arising from the recent approved housing developments should be allocated to funding the
purchase and development of the Former Quarry and to acknowledge this by adding such a
commitment in the CIL funding suggestions on page 27 of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Please acknowledge the safe receipt of this letter and confirm that we will receive a copy of
the revised Neighbourhood Plan before it is presented for public vote.

Your sincerely,

David S. Bell (and also on behalf of Trevor Bell)

Enc. Letter - Opinion from Somerset District Council.
cc: Councillor Mr. Simon Langley, Chairman.



