
The Puriton Neighbourhood Plan formal public consultation starts on 17th October 2022 for a period 
of 6 weeks. Based on local evidence and consultation responses, it proposes to protect various areas 
of land from any adverse impacts from development proposals. This is because they either have 
value to the community as local green spaces, as sports facilities and pitches or have historic 
significance locally and may not already protected through planning policies elsewhere or legislation. 
We understand that land in your ownership may fall under one of these proposed designations.  
 
These proposed areas and buildings are set out below, in extracts and maps taken from the Plan 
(section 9.7). The full Plan can be found at https://puritonparishcouncil.org/ under the 
Neighbourhood Plan tab. If you have any questions about this or would like to discuss the proposed 
designation or offer your support, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Parish Council via 
email at clerk@puritonparishcouncil.org or post at Parish Clerk, 17 Sealey Close, Draycott, Cheddar 
BS27 3UA.  
 
Alternatively, please let us know your views on the proposed designation during the consultation 
period which will be advertised by poster, local newsletter, the Puriton Parish Council website and 
on the ‘Puriton People’ Facebook group.   
 

9.7.1 Policies Justification 

Through national planning policy, we have an opportunity to designate our important local 

green spaces in order to protect them and ensure that their current use remains1. Through 

local consultation and gathering evidence on the nature, use of and quality of important local 

spaces, we have identified 13 spaces which we designate as Local Green Spaces (LGS). The 

areas received support for protection in our neighbourhood plan community survey.  They 

are designated for social, leisure or environmental reasons.  These spaces all meet the 

requirements set out in national policy which must be met for the spaces formally to receive 

protection as LGS (see Map 23 and Table 1) and their designation is underpinned by an 

assessment of their validity for designation documented in Table 1 and supported by 

photographs of the spaces in Appendix 3.  

As far as we are aware there are no extant or unimplemented planning permissions on these 

areas of land at the current time.  As part of our process of designation we have sought to 

contact the owners of these pieces of land. 

 
1 NPPF paragraphs 101-103 set out the criteria that are to be used to designate Local Green Space.  Paragraph 101 states 
that “The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify 
and protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with 
the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential 
services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is prepared or updated, and be capable of enduring 
beyond the end of the plan period.” with paragraph 102 setting the tests that need to be applied: “The Local Green Space 
designation should only be used where the green space is: a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; b) 
demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, 
historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and c) local in 
character and is not an extensive tract of land.” 

https://puritonparishcouncil.org/


 

 

 

Table 1: Description of Local Green Spaces 

 

Site 
Local Significance to the 

Community 

Close proximity to 

the community 

they serve and 

local in character? 

Area (ha) 

1 Village hall field 
Used for local social events e.g. 

Fetes, shows etc 
Yes 0.28 ha 

2 Former Quarry 
Large, wooded area very popular 

walking and dog-walking area 
Yes 1.96 ha 

3 Sports Centre 

woods and playing 

field  

Used for local social events and 

sporting activities 
Yes 3.75 ha 



Site 
Local Significance to the 

Community 

Close proximity to 

the community 

they serve and 

local in character? 

Area (ha) 

4 Puriton Park 

Greenspace 

Land south of Puriton Park. Used for 

walking and links to Former Quarry. 
Yes 1.8 ha 

5 The Orchard 

Used as a tranquil space and as a 

social gathering space. Community 

garden is well-used, for example, 

through provision of herbs that 

anyone can use. Also used as social 

space for groups, families, etc. 

Yes 0.3 ha 

6 Village green  

Quiet relaxing area in centre of 

village. Seating provided and owned 

by parish Council. 

Yes 0.05 ha 

7 Elm Lea Play Area Well-used children’s play area. Yes 0.75 ha 

8 Downend fields  

Area used for walking and dog-

walking crossed by footpaths. The 

area also provides rare unspoilt 

rural views. 

Yes 7.5 ha 

9 Horse fields 

Crossed by footpaths leading to the 

woods and King Sedgemoor River, 

Used by walkers. 

Yes 8.44 ha 

10 Greenacres Play 

Area 
Well-used play area. Yes 0.15 ha 

11 Puriton Allotments Well-used allotments2. Yes 0.77 ha 

 
2 See https://puritonparishcouncil.org/puriton-allotment-association/  

https://puritonparishcouncil.org/puriton-allotment-association/


Site 
Local Significance to the 

Community 

Close proximity to 

the community 

they serve and 

local in character? 

Area (ha) 

12 Puriton Woods 

(New Ground 

Covert) 

Woodland important for 

biodiversity. Paths which run 

through the area are well-used. 

Yes 4.2 ha 

13 Chisland Covert 

Woodland important for 

biodiversity. Paths which run 

through the area are well-used. 

Yes 4 ha 

POLICY BNE5: LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

1. Our locally valued green spaces are identified on Map 23 and in Table 1 and are 

designated as Local Green Space.  These areas will be protected for their local 

environmental, heritage and / or recreational value. 

2. Development proposals on or likely to have an adverse impact on sites will only be 

supported where they:  

i) maintain or enhance the existing use and amenity value of the site;  

ii) enhance the access to and use of the site where also used for recreational 

purposes;  

iii) have no adverse impact on the recreational use, heritage or environmental value 

of the site or (where unavoidable) satisfactorily mitigate such impact, for example, 

through replacement of the space (of the same or greater size) at a location easily 

accessible to the original space’s users and / or the site’s wildlife habitat; and,  

iv) do not change the purpose for which the space is valued and the reason for 

designation;  

v) do not result in the loss of the majority of the Local Green Space; and,  

vi) do not cause significant cumulative environmental effects or such impact can be 

satisfactorily mitigated.  



 

 


