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From the Editor...
Greetings to you all!
I hope that you have all been enjoying the warmer weather as summer is
approaching. We have started to get seasonal with this newsletter and have
some articles to get you in the mood for some lovely sunny weather.
We also have an update from Sandra about the imminent sale of the Post Office
- that must truly be the end of an era and we will really miss your help and
support in the community every day. We are excited to see what it will become
however, and we wish the new proprietors well with their new venture.
In the centre pages of this newsletter we have a pull-out form for your
nominations for the Puriton Parish Good Citizen Award. Please be sure to think
about who you think you might nominate for this award.
There are lots of events planned during the summer months so do remember
to get involved and to support our events! Our village has a wonderful
community, and it takes a lot of work to do all we do - it’s a great way to get
to know people if you can help in any way so don’t hold back if you want to get
involved! Please do keep me informed about all the events that are happening.

PAW PRINTS CATTERY

“Home from Home”
At The Mallards, Edington Road, Burtle, Nr Bridgwater TA7 8NX

Tel: 01278 722252
Fully licensed with choice of luxury large heated chalets

Cat loving family run with flexible opening hours
Quiet country location

4 miles from A39/6 miles from A38
Email: pawprintscattery@ymail.com

www.pawprintscattery.co.uk
Collection and delivery service available
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Dates for your Diaries
Thursday 23 May Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Thursday 23 May Flower Show Society present “What to do in your garden now” - a
talk by Tony Gray (who visited in 2011). 7.45pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Sunday 2 June Puriton Neighbourhood Plan - Questionnaire Feedback Day - planning
for Puriton’s future. 12-4pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 6 June Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 8 June Brunelcare Summer Fete. 12-3pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Tuesday 11 June Defibrillator Awareness Session. Free to attend - everyone welcome.
From 6.30pm at Puriton Village Hall.
Tuesday 18 June Sunshine Preschool Open Morning. Drop in to visit the setting.
9.30-11am at Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 20 June Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 22 June FOPPS Summer Fair.  11am-2pm at Puriton Primary School.
Sunday 23 June Afternoon Tea at the Clist Room.
Thursday 4 July Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-4pm Clist Room.
Wednesday 10 July The Puriton Inn Quiz Night. 8pm at the Puriton Inn
Thursday 11 July Sunshine Preschool Open Morning. Drop in to visit the setting.
9.30-11am at Puriton Village Hall..
Saturday 13 - Sunday 14 July Scarecrow
Competition. Village-wide.
Saturday 13 July Mistletoe and Sunshine -
a Summer Christmas Party! In aid of The
Stroke Association. £5 a ticket. 7.30pm-
late at 37 Club.
Thursday 15 July Cuppa @ The Clist. 2-
4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 10 August Puriton Flower Show.
Puriton Village Hall.
Sunday 11 August Bark in the Park. From
10am at Puriton Village Hall.
Saturday 17 August Puriton Party in the
Park. 2-10pm Puriton Village Hall.
Thursday 29 August Cuppa @ The Clist.
2-4pm Clist Room.
Saturday 28 September Musical Evening.
At St Michael’s Church, Puriton. 
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Chairman’s Round Up
This year has seen several changes to the village; two new housing developments,
a number of small private builds and the development of Gravity, the old ROF site
which is starting to move forward with the road starting to be built possibly from
August 2019. The site itself promises to be one of design and research and the team
from Gravity are keeping communication with the council and the neighbourhood
planning team a priority.

The council has invested money into the community with grants this year as follows:

� Puriton School Emerald Class £500
� Puriton Happy Tots £250
� Puriton Allotment Association £750 for a new ride on lawnmower
� Puriton Sunshine Pre-school £500
� Puriton borrow a book £1000 to ensure the shed is safe and insured. Big

thank you to Claire Baker for making it happen
� Citizens Advice £100

Total for last year £3100

Following on from their survey and drop in event, the neighbourhood plan group
are collating data to use for the plan and have received grants to bring the project
forward. They have now employed a consultant and the team are looking to hold
another drop-in event in the near future. The project team are as industrious as
ever and will be looking to consult with the parish again, asking some difficult but
necessary questions to achieve their goal. I trust that the community will support
them in their quest for information and understand that this is a complex and very
hard plan to produce. Luckily the team are well driven and their ability and
knowledge together with their undying passion for this parish is second to none.
Such dedicated people.

This year we were lucky enough to be picked to have a fruit full orchard which was
gifted to the parish by YMCA Taunton who managed to get a grant to plant fruit
trees and a herb garden in an area little used. The council secured a licence for the
land taking on the responsibility of it. We now have a wonderful peaceful area with
willow dome and a seat to soak up the atmosphere. The trees are already in bud
and blooming waiting for some spring sunshine and some fruit in a few years time.
Thank you to all of those who gave up their time from the parish and a big thank
you to Clare Langley and her team from YMCA Taunton for making it happen.

We bid a sad farewell to councillor Adam Dennis and thank him for his help and
passion for parish affairs. You will be greatly missed. We welcome our latest
councillor, Julie Coleman, who is already participating in the neighbourhood
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planning group. Julie is a great asset to the community and council. We look forward
to working with you in the future.

With great sadness we said goodbye to Tony Jay our Parish Clerk who has assisted
in helping and coaching his very capable and dedicated replacement Sally Diaz who
joined us last year. We congratulate Sally in her stirling efforts to complete the
training so quickly and now Sally has achieved her CILCA qualification with flying
colours and offers a wealth of experience from outside of parish life, and a passion
for getting things right and keeping us councillors on our toes. Welcome Sally -
we’re already enjoying the great rapport with you and your caring approach to
parish matters, and the way you are bring us into the future kicking and screaming.
The new website will be coming soon.

Thank you to our Parish magazine editor Jessica Cather and experts in words Judith
Fletcher and John Lunn. We continue to produce an excellent parish magazine full
of news and events. It’s professionally put together and serves the community well.
Thank you again.

Thanks to Chris Gulliford for his work around the village making it a nicer place to
live in. You’re doing a stellar job.

Finally, I would like to thank our councillors for their efforts their advice and their
contributions to making Puriton a lovely and improved place to call home. We do
our best to make the community a better
place. Some may disagree, but we all
adore the place and hope the effort we
make makes it a better place to live.

We move forward and the challenges for
the community will become greater as
the developments around us start to
come to fruition. Dunball has planned
growth and the ROF site is set to go. The
future is good, and we can only steer it
the way the community wish to see it
steered. Get involved, come to our
meetings and have your say at the
neighbourhood planning event which will
be advertised soon - that’s a really great
opportunity for you to have a say and
mould the future of this parish.

Simon Langley
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Puriton’s Past in Photos
Many thanks to Peter Russ for finding these photos that give us
a glimpse of life in the village in years gone by. There are loads
of photos from our history on the Facebook Group -
Puriton/Downend/Dunball Past and Present.

Dunball Station circa 1905.
Looking towards Highbridge.

Closed in 1964

Woolavington Road.
Notice there’s no traffic!

Quarry at Cyprus Drive looking
towards Manse Lane 1920s Puriton Brickyard in the late

1950s. Closed in 1969

Village Green - view from the
Manor Tower late 1950s

Building the M5 bridge over
the river at Dunball
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Hanging up the Date Stamp!
After what turned out to be a rather premature farewell early last year, I’m now in the
position to say it again! After just over 27 years I’m finally handing over the reins of
the Post Office at the end of May and vacating the premises that has been in our family
since we came to Puriton in April 1972.

Whilst I’m sad to be stepping down, I’m over the moon that the Post Office service is
to remain not only in the village but in the existing premises. As an added bonus to all
the shop will be reverting to a ‘Post Office Stores’ and will once again be offering
general goods to the public as it did by my parents and others for over 100 years before
me (although certainly not as ‘Arkwright’ as my parents had it!).  It’s a brand-new
chapter in its part of the village’s history and I’m very excited to see all the new plans
for it take shape.

Some of you may have already met Keir and Heidi who gave been living in the village
for the past few months. They’ve come down to Somerset with their children to start
this brand new venture in their lives. I’m sure you all as a village will embrace them
and hopefully give them every support possible to maintain and protect a valued
amenity. It’s going to be quite a learning curve for them for the first few months so
please allow for the obligatory odd hiccup that will no doubt occur whilst they get into
the swing of it all.

I understand the Post Office services offered will be virtually unchanged and that the
National Lottery will also be returning to the premises - something that has been
repeatedly asked for since the closure of the Corner Stores. Puriton is incredibly lucky
to have shops and amenities compared to many rural areas and they undoubtedly
make it a very sought after residential area.

Many have kindly asked what’s next for me - all I can say is that I’m not moving, and
Richard and I are staying in the Old Butchers next door to the Post Office. I’m planning
to take a couple of months out which will hopefully allow me to not only to start tackling
that huge 27 year  ‘get round to it’ list I have but also in the early days to pop next door
and, if required, give a little background support if any hiccups occur.

Mike Trigger and Dan Parker are now able to offer a complete, high quality
installation service for UPVC windows, doors and conservatories.

Mike: home: 01278 683702 mobile: 07834 623617
Dan: home: 01278 683479 mobile: 07789 224042
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After that I’ll no doubt find out what 27 years in a box qualifies me to do! My door will
always be open for anyone needing the help, information, advice and sometimes just
an ear that I’ve always been glad to give to those who found themselves in need.

So I’ll be hanging up the date stamp at 12 noon on Friday 24 May. The shop will then
temporarily close for 2-3 weeks whilst it is renovated, refurbished and stocked before
reopening in its new guise. The dates this will all happen will be posted up as soon as
they have been given final confirmation. I’ve got to clear my stock so you will find most
of the greetings cards are currently half price, wedding gift wrap 10p a sheet and there
are other reductions in store.

Finally, a big thank you to all for supporting the family business during the past 47
years. We’ve laughed and cried with you, celebrated and mourned with you. The village
has been an extended family to us, and we’ve been honoured and privileged to have
served you and shared a small part of your lives. We’ve seen many, many changes in
the village over the years and no doubt there will be many more to come.

I wish Keir and Heidi every success with their new venture. I’m looking forward with
great anticipation to seeing all the changes they are planning to make.

I thank you all for your custom, support and friendship. I will miss seeing you but will
no doubt catch up with many at one of the wonderful events our village produces.

Best wishes, Sandra Tizzard, Subpostmistress Puriton Post Office
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Fresh from the Oven
With strawberry season just around the corner, here's a strawberry

pavlova roulade recipe which is quick and easy to make.
Strawberries dipped in chocolate make a great garnish.

STRAWBERRY AND WHITE CHOCOLATE PAVLOVA ROULADE

For the roulade:
4 large eggs
7oz caster sugar
1tsp cornflour
Icing sugar to dust

For the filling:
3.5oz white chocolate
5floz double cream
1tsp vanilla essence
5oz chopped strawberries

To decorate:
Icing sugar
Melted chocolate

Method:
Separate the eggs and whisk the whites until stiff.
Gradually add the sugar and cornflour.
Line a swiss roll tin (13"x9") with baking paper.
Bake for 25 minutes, Gas Mark 3.
Remove from the oven, leave to cool for 5 minutes.
Turn out onto greaseproof paper covered with icing sugar, leave to cool.
Melt the white chocolate, leave to cool.
Whip the cream and vanilla essence, fold into the cooled white chocolate.
Peel paper from meringue , spread cream and chocolate mixture over and
then sprinkle on the chopped strawberries.
Roll from short edge, using the greaseproof paper underneath to assist.
Transfer to serving plate.
Decorate with melted chocolate or sprinkle with icing sugar.

Sue Lukins
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Puriton Players
Huge congratulations to
everyone involved in this year’s
production of Dick Whittington.
Every year we are entered into
the Somerset Fellowship of
Drama Cinderella Awards, and
these were held this year on 11
May. We did amazingly well,
with many individual awards
and nominations, and we won
the Runner’s Up prize for the
Spotlight Trophy!
Nominations:
Junior Chorus, Junior Dancer,
Junior Animal Act - Bobby Fearn
and Cyanne Ellis, Male Singer -
Stephen Holman, Best Chorus,
Properties, Make Up, Sound,
Village Design, Best Costume,
Principle Girl - Nicola
Thompson, Principle Boy -
Chloe Meadows, Best Director
- John Holliday
Awards:
� Junior Animal - Cyanne Ellis
�Village Design/Stage Set
� Junior Dancer - Layla Wall
�Principle Girl - Nicola

Thompson - Alice Fitzwarren
�Best Village Pantomime -

Runners Up Spotlight Trophy
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Court Farm Butchers

Beef and Lamb all raised on our own local farm plus a huge
selection of quality meat and meat products, dairy produce, jams,
sauces, pickles, fresh vegetables, home made cakes and bread.

Outside catering and Pig Roast available

Family butchers run by Stuart and Jenny

You’ve tried the rest, now try the best!!

Riverton Road
Puriton

TA7 8BW
Tel: 01278 683394
Mob: 07743 896977
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Potting Shed Tips…
Getting your garden ready for summer is an
exciting time, so whatever the weather (hopefully
we’re in for a good summer!) It will burst with
colour and scent.

Scent is always important and what better than
sweet peas for fragrance, wonderful colour and
height in the border or a pot. They will happily
grow up a wigwam of canes for support, and grown in a sunny, sheltered spot will
bloom all summer. Pick them regularly so the flowers keep coming!

Jasmine, roses and honeysuckle also give beautiful scent and colour in the garden,
and if you plant them near your front or back door you will enjoy their fragrance
as you pass by.

When planting always try to plant in groups of three or five to create an instant
impact, and by adding summer bulbs in between they will give you interest
throughout the summer.

For a cottage garden look I love dahlias, pinks (dianthus), foxgloves, lupins and
delphiniums but remember always support tall flower stems so they can’t be blown
over in the wind, as we all know our weather is so unpredictable even in the summer.

For a blaze of colour in the summer, a
couple of packets of annual seeds sown
now such as zinnia, sunflower, cornflower
and marigold is a great way to fill borders
or pots and are also fabulous for cutting
- filling a vase for the home.

Don’t forget the wildlife to help create a
productive garden. A lot of cottage
garden plants rely on pollinators so create
an are with perhaps a bug hotel or a
butterfly house to attract garden friendly
bugs and birds into our gardens. Bees love
nector-rich flowers such as foxgloves,
nicotinia and salvias so consider this when
you are filling your borders.

Sarah Phillips

Jo's
Mobile

Hairdressing
Ladies, gentlemen

 & children

Friendly & reliable service
Fully qualified & insured

Tel: 01278 683016
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Village Agents
Providing people in Somerset’s rural communities with easier access to
information and services

The Somerset Village Agent project is a project of the Community Council
for Somerset and now covers over half of the county. The project uses paid,
part time, highly trained individuals living in the parish ‘clusters’ they
support. They help to bridge the gap between isolated, excluded, vulnerable
and lonely individuals and statutory and/or voluntary organisations which
offer specific solutions to identified needs.

Village Agents offer a signposting and referral service with a difference.

Village Agents work with all ages dealing with a wide variety of issues,
including health and social care, home safety, finding local activities for
people to join in with, and signposting and referring people to money and
benefit advice.  Village Agents also have the role of helping to shape services
by feeding back to the appropriate body information about gaps in service
e.g. transport provision. They can also motivate and support a community
to respond to a local need by working together to address issues e.g. by
helping them to set up a coffee morning for a group of lonely people or start
a volunteer car scheme.

Anyone can contact their Village Agent and
the contact details for Amanda Fisher the
Village agent are below:

Email: amandaf@somersetrcc.org.uk
Tel: 07958 415 266

Parishes include:
● Edington
● Pawlett
● Puriton
● Woolavington

See Community Council for Somerset website for further information:
www.somersetrcc.org.uk
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Regular Events
VILLAGE HALL
Parish Council Meeting 2nd Tuesday of month 7.45pm
Puriton Afternoon Club Every other Thursday, 2.30-4.30 Grace: 683355
WI  First Tuesday in month, 7.30 Katie: 683396
Rainbows (age 5-7)  Tuesdays, 5.00-6.00 Denise: 07889 202068
Brownies (age 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 Denise: 07889 202068
Sunshine Pre-school  Mon, Wed and Fri, 9.00-3.00pm, 07746 487759
(age 2 - school age) Tue and Thur 9.00-1.00pm
Sequence Dancing  1st, 3rd, 4th Friday, 8.00-10.00 Grace: 683355
Line Dancing Social  2nd Friday, 8.00-11.00 Debbie Statton 788825
Bingo  Every Monday, 7.00 for 7.30  Ivy Ryan: 455393
T’ai Chi  Wednesdays 7.00  Malcolm: 07817 395510
Puriton Players Thursday evenings Alan Scott: 07734 357981
Zumba Gold Wednesdays 5.30-6.30 Carole-Anne:07484216900

CLIST CHURCH ROOM
Coffee Stop  Tuesdays, 10.30-12.00  All welcome
MU Bring & Buy & Coffee Last Tuesday in month
Patchwork & Quilting  Tuesdays, 7.15-9.15  Lin Fry: 691398
Patchwork & Quilting Last Thursday in month 10-4 Lin Fry: 691398
Bell Ringing
(at the Church Tower) Mon, 7.30 (newcomers welcome) Norman Salter: 684050
Social Arts & Crafts Group Alternate Tuesdays 2.00-4.00 Robin 684700
Puriton Guides 1st Saturday in month Karen 07811 004531
 Kingfisherpuriton@gmail.com
Tai Chi/Qigong Mondays 9.30-10.15 Gemma Carpenter:
  07989 371796
Coffee @ the Clist Some Thursdays 2.00-4.00pm Sue Wood (686921)

PURITON INN
Charity Quiz Alternate Wednesdays Pete 684757

OTHER ACTIVITIES/SERVICES
Hunny Bears Daily 8.00-6.00 Lorraine Toms: 683512
(age 2 - school age) (including school holidays)
Slimming World Thursdays 7pm Meet at 37 Club
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Puriton Parish Good Citizen Awards

The Parish Council is keen to recognise the achievements of those people
who voluntarily and selflessly work to improve and enhance the lives of
local people. In recognising the huge benefit of this kind of work it is hoped
that others will be inspired to contribute to make the parish of Puriton an
even better place to live.

The aim of presenting a Good Citizen Award is to promote pride in the
community and to promote the idea of the community as something to be
valued. The presentation of the award will provide an opportunity to
increase awareness of the good works in the parish and to allow that work
to be celebrated.

The Good Citizen Award will be awarded to an individual who has
demonstrated outstanding effort over a sustained period of time. Their
deeds will have contributed to improving and making a significant
difference in our community.

To nominate a good citizen please complete the nomination form in this
newsletter and post it in one of the nomination boxes at Court Farm
Butchers or the Puriton Inn before the closing date 31 July 2019.

The nomination form is overleaf, and rules and the nomination form are
available to download from the parish council website:

www.puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Community-Awards.aspx

or via email from the clerk, Sally Diaz:

 clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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PURITON PARISH COUNCIL

Good Citizen Awards 2019 – Nomination form
The aim of the Puriton Good Citizen Award is to publicly recognise the unpaid
work and commitment of extraordinary local volunteers who have made a
significant contribution to their local community.

Thank you for taking the time to nominate a good citizen, but before you begin,
please fill in your details so that we can contact you if we need further information:

Your name:..........................................................................................................

Your address:......................................................................................................

Your phone number:............................................................................................

Your mobile phone number:................................................................................

Your email address:............................................................................................

Nominee details (the person nominated must be over 18ys of age):

Name:..................................................................................................................

Address:..............................................................................................................

Phone number:....................................................................................................

Mobile phone number:.........................................................................................

Email address:.....................................................................................................

How do you know of this person?.......................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

For more information, contact Sally Diaz, Parish clerk:
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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PURITON PARISH COUNCIL
In the following box, please describe, in no more than 200 words, the contribution
to the community made by this person, including the nature of their contribution,
how long this has been for, and who has benefited.

Once complete please put this form in one of the Good Citizen Award Nomination
Boxes at Court Farm Butchers on Riverton Road or at the Puriton Inn.

Closing date for nominations: 31 July 2019

For more information, contact Sally Diaz, Parish clerk:
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Wood 'en Stuff
For all your carpentry & property maintenance

Including:
Kitchens and bedrooms fitted

Door hanging
Laminate flooring

Timber fencing and decking
Call Gary on 01278 683734. Mob: 07821 513608

Free estimates
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SPORTS CENTRE
Puriton Bowling Club All day, every day Derek Clarke: 683882
Puriton Gold Archery Club Tuesdays & Fridays, 7.00-9.00 Keith: 284063
Coastal Archers Wednesday 7-9, Winter Only Robin Leveridge:
 robin9longbowsrus@btinternet.com
Puriton Amateur Boxing  Sunday & Thursday evenings Rob Haddon: 07950 909247
Line Dancing Monday evenings Debbie Statton: 788825
Whist Monday & Thursday pm Derek Clarke: 683882
Table Tennis Weds pm or by arrangement Sue Wood: 686921
Pilates with Sara Saturdays 8.30-9.30am Sara Marsh: 07887 560278
  Bring a mat and turn up
Pilates with Gemma Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am Gemma: 07989 371796
 Tuesdays 11.00am-12.00 noon Debbie: 07931 756554
 (beginners course) Call Debbie to book a place
 Wednesdays 7.45-8.45pm
Puriton Happy Tots (parent-led toddler group) Rachel Addinall: 687297
 Friday 9.45am-11.30 noon
Victoria Park Rangers FC  (Juniors)  Jason Bale: 07786 851710
Ballroom & Sequence Dance Friday evenings  Margaret Brown: 685125
Cross40fitness Various times Phil Heyward: 07824 999570
  cross40fitness@gmail.com
Zumba Gold Wednesdays 5.30-6.30 Carole-Anne: 07484 216900

HIRE CHARGES
Facility Contact Charge
Village Hall Emma Otley: 07443 593640  £15.00/hour (private function)
 01278 685394 £10.00/hour (Hall & Kitchen)
 Enquire for regular user rates £8.00/hour (Committee Room)
School Hall Reception: 683630 or £7.50/hour
 office@puriton.somerset.sch.uk
Clist Church Room Mrs A Russ: 684221 £6.00/hour
Sports Centre Mrs S Tizzard please enquire when booking
 Puriton PO 685355 prices may be subject to VAT
 Two meeting rooms available, a large function room/kitchen
 Also Sports Hall is very suitable for a kids’ party.
 puritonplayingfields@gmail.com
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Simon Langley
8 Riverton Road
Puriton TA7 8BW
Tel: 683007
Email: simonlangley.ppc@gmx.com

Judith Fletcher
Congregation House
9A Woolavington Road
Puriton TA7 8BE
Tel: 685242
Email: judithfletcherppc@gmx.com

Sandra Tizzard
4 Middle Street
Puriton TA7 8AU
Tel: 685355
Email: sandratizzardppc@gmx.com

Mark Healey
Tel: 685368
Email: markhealey@gmx.com

John Lunn
Tel: 324351
Email: johnlunnppc@gmx.com

Allen Barnaby
Email: allen.barnabyppc@gmx.co.uk
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Barrie Crow
Email: barriecrowppc@gmx.com

Vanda Crow
Email: vandacrowppc@gmx.com

Julie Coleman
Email: juliecolemanppc@gmx.com

Parish Clerk:
Sally Diaz
clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk
01934 221659

From the Clerk’s Desk
The Parish Council are heading into a new period as the elections have now taken
place.

Speeding is still causing concern in both Puriton and Downend for many residents.
Our local PCSO will be spending time in the parish monitoring the situation.

Would you like to see a regular PCSO who looks after Puriton in the parish?  We
would like your feedback and will welcome your thoughts at the community event
being held by the Neighbourhood Plan steering group on Sunday 2 June.  Our
community PCSO will be at the event to answer any questions you may have.

Let’s hope we have another wonderful summer this year and I look forward to
meeting you at the Flower Show in August.

Sally Diaz
Parish Clerk
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The ROF Site and Access Road
Following the decision by a Government Inspector to grant Sedgemoor District Council
a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the land required to build a new road onto
Gravity, physical construction on the road is anticipated to start in early July.  Once the
road contractor is appointed in June more information will be available on the 18 month
construction programme and the associated travel management and noise disturbances
that villagers may experience. This information will be communicated by a Gravity
representative and the road contractor’s community liaison officer who will meet
regularly with the community at The 37 Club. In addition locals will be able to access
information boards at The 37 Club and Puriton and Woolavington Village Halls.

In preparation for the road construction, all hedgerows have now been removed, which
was a critical piece of work to be delivered in advance of the bird nesting season. The
recent hedgerow removal in April was a second stage of hedgerow works to prepare
the land for the road construction. The removal has been undertaken in line with a
previously submitted strategy (supplied to Puriton Parish Council in January) and under
the supervision of Ecology Solutions as required by law.

Once access to the site has been established, Gravity will be able to start welcoming
future occupiers on site and is expected to bring thousands of higher value jobs to
Sedgemoor. Identified as a strategic location for growth in the district, the site is
supported both nationally, as a designated Enterprise Zone, and locally, having been
awarded Growth Deal funding for the access road from Heart of the South West LEP.

Under the S106, Gravity will complete the village enhancement schemes no later than
12 months after the completion of the Access Road or within 6 months of
commencement of the Village Enhancement Schemes if earlier. Given the original plans
were prepared some time ago, new surveys were conducted earlier in the year and
new village enhancement plans are in the process of being designed. All members of
the community will have access to the design and consultation process.

Gravity plans to work with the South West Heritage Trust and Sedgemoor District
Council to develop a community project to capture the industrial heritage of the site
and its former use. As we continue our preparations for the future uses of the site, it
is an opportunity to learn about the personal stories and memories of the Royal
Ordnance Factory. We will organise a calendar of events in The 37 Club to meet
residents to hear about their family histories and capture their stories on film.  We will
also be seeking old photographs and artefacts from the factory to help bring those
stories to life. More details will be published over the summer ready for community
engagement sessions throughout Autumn/Winter 2019.

Planning application documents can also be referred to on the Sedgemoor Planning
portal (reference 42/13/00010). Gravity, Former BAE Systems Site
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Puriton Village Hall
Tuesday 11th June starting at 1830

Sally Diaz 01934 221659
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60 second interview with……
Christopher Gulliford

How long have you been in Puriton?
20 years

Describe your involvement in the village in
one sentence
I work for Puriton Parish Council and private
customers gardening and handy man jobs.

Describe yourself in 3 words
Happy, thoughtful, busy.

Tell us something people may not know about you
I wanted to do ambulance work a long time ago and I used to collect stationary
engines.

What are your hobbies?
Gardening, eating out and holidaying in
Cornwall.

Who would be your dream dinner date
& why?
Fred Dibnah and Lady Diana. I’d love to
hear stories from the pair.

What’s your favourite spot in the
village?
The church triangle – such a lovely spot.

What’s the most interesting thing in
your house?
A pair of brass bespoke cannons.

If you could wave a magic wand, what
one thing would you change about the
village?
Create more green areas and plant more
trees.

If you would like to volunteer or have any suggestions for who we should chat to
next time for our “60 Second Interview”, then please get in touch! Meg Kanka
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Puriton Neighbourhood Plan
Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power
to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and
shape the development and growth of their local area.

Since our article in the last newsletter we’ve been busy
reviewing the questionnaire responses from our
consultation with you before Christmas, and planning the
next steps.

We had a great response to the questionnaire and we thank you again for your
input. It’s impossible to summarise the responses and range of comments we had
in a few lines so we decided that we needed to organise an event where residents
can find out more about the questionnaire responses, and also the many topics
that seem to be key to Puriton Parish residents.  We know that development in the
village and at Dunball, the new road and the former ROF site are all important
topics to you and a cause of concern to some. We’re organising this event so that
you can come along and find out the facts, and ask any questions that you may
have about it all. We’ve set the date for:

Sunday 2 June 1200-1600, Puriton Village Hall

As well as the Neighbourhood Plan group, representatives from the Parish Council,
Sedgemoor District Council and Laura Bray, our PCSO, will be there from 1pm too.

Paul from Salamanca, the company behind Gravity (the development at the former
ROF), will be at this event and is very keen to communicate with the village and
share information about their plans and work as it develops. It’s an enormous site
and they have very ambitious plans for it. This is a fantastic opportunity to talk to
Paul about Gravity and the related works.

We’re really keen to engage with the youth of the village about their thoughts and
views on what you’d like to see in the village. We’re hoping to have a specific youth
area at the event with fun activities, and the opportunity to talk to us about what
would make life in the village better for you.

The Neighbourhood Plan group also met with Sedgemoor District Council’s
Neighbourhood Planning lead about the production and requirements of the
neighbourhood plan. There’s a lot of tasks to complete and procedures to follow
before we can even start writing the plan. If you’d like to be involved then please
contact the Neighbourhood Plan Group either directly or through the Parish
Council. Your support would be appreciated.
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Don’t forget, keep Sunday 2 June free
to come along to the village hall. Keep
your eyes peeled (Puriton People
Facebook group; Parish Council
Website; notices around the village) for
more details as we get closer to the
event. We’re even hoping to have a
free hog roast and burgers to entice
you in! It’s a win win!

Hope to see you there.

Puriton Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group:

Richard Shillito, Julie Coleman, Peter
Russ, Tim Burton, Niki Lewin, Bridget
Stait, Steve Medhurst, Astrid Benson,
Dawn Saunders

Richard Shillito

Want to move more easily?
Reduce back pain? Feel stronger

and more flexible?
Strengthen your core? Ease stress?

Try pilates.
Classes at Puriton Sports Centre;

Tuesdays 9.45am and Wednesdays
7.45pm. NEW Beginners Course

Tuesdays 11am.

To find out more or to book your place
please email
funfitnesswithdebbie@gmail.com
mobile 07931 756554

Facebook - Pilates in Bridgwater.

Puriton Post Office
Middle Street

Puriton
Tel: 01278 685355

STOCK CLEARANCE
Cards 50% off

General, Christmas, Mother’s and Father’s Day
Spinner cards and Special Year cards excluded

Under new ownership from June
Watch out for further information

ALL POST OFFICE SERVICES CONTINUE AS USUAL
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A local Accountant providing a personal service.
Bookkeeping, Accounting and TAX/VAT returns.

10% discount offered to businesses in the Polden area.

Karen Nobes ACMA CTA

Call 01278 685123 for a free consultation
karen@poldenaccountants.co.uk
www.poldenaccountants.co.uk

Sunshine Preschool
A big hello from all of us at Sunshine Preschool and a very warm
welcome to the village if you are a newcomer! In case you don't
know, we are a long established preschool who provide quality
childcare for 2 - 4 year olds (we also accept 2 year old funding).
We operate from Puriton Village Hall, Monday - Friday and on a
sunny day you may spot us all playing outside on our very own
play equipment!

It's certainly been a fun-packed few weeks! Last term was a very busy term for us
at Sunshine which was packed with lots of fun, educational activities and
celebrations!

In February the children enjoyed decorating beautiful Valentine biscuits and
wrapped them in a loving bow to gift to their loved ones. We also celebrated Shrove
Tuesday and the children were able to help make their own yummy pancakes and
eat them with lots of different toppings - they were delicious!

In March we supported Comic Relief and the children wore something red and
decorated yummy 'red nose' biscuits to take home.

In March, we planted beautiful flowers and the children decorated their own special
flower pots to give to their mummies for Mother's Day.
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In April we hosted our annual 'Easter Fun Day' and invited the children and their
families to join us for Easter fun activities and join us for a big Easter egg hunt in
the park! The children thoroughly enjoyed making all kinds of Easter crafts with
their families and decorated biscuits and even participated in an Easter bonnet
parade in the park. There were prizes for the best bonnets but they were all
spectacular! It was a gorgeous sunny day and the staff, children and their families
had so much fun and we thank everyone for coming along to support us!

We have just begun our last term before we break up for our summer holiday and
our current topic is 'transport'. The children will be making pictures using toy vehicle
tracks in paint, cutting our lots of different shapes to make vehicle pictures,
planning a walk to do a traffic survey and looking at all types of travel by land, air
and sea!

We are very excited as we are now preparing for our annual preschool 'forest
school' which will run for six consecutive weeks which we organise each year for
our older children which leave us in July to start 'big school' in September! It really
is a lovely way of creating special memories and a nice way for us to say goodbye
to our leavers. We will include further info and pictures in the next village
newsletter!

It's never to early to book a space for your little one and we are now taking bookings
for September! Please call 07746487759 to book an appointment to come and
meet us. Our staff would love to meet you and show you what we can offer.  Please
contact us if you would like to bring your
little one for a play and a chance to meet
us or alternatively, please come to one
of our open mornings:

Open morning dates are:-
● 18th June
● 11th July

Doors will open from 9.30am, all are
welcome and we hope to see you there!

Please feel free to like / follow us on our
Facebook page “Sunshine Preschool at
the Village Hall Puriton”. Until next
time..!

Sunshine Preschool
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Ranger’s Ramblings
Hi all,
It’s the time of year when all the vegetation explodes
into growth, so I have been spending a lot of time
mowing and strimming. The grass does look nice and
the orchard is looking lovely which is the start of a
new era for that patch of land which is great to see.
It’s a shame people think its OK to dump fridges and
other stuff along Old Pawlett Road. Please keep an eye out and if
you can note a registration number, that would help catch these
people.
I was very surprised how much the wild parsley had grown on the
zig zag path that leads from Downend to the dual carriageway. But
on the motorway roundabout and Dunball roundabout I hasten to
add it’s not there now.
It’s a lovely time of year, sun and chilly nights, I’ve got the runner
beans coming up in the conservatory. It will be a little while till
they’re going out. My wife’s orchids are looking excellent at the
moment, not difficult to grow, care with watering being the art, a
little in the winter and some but not a lot in the summer. Some
soak and let them drain for half a hour, I just give them a small
slurp.  The lawn is growing well, responding nicely to the weed and
feed moss killer, doing mine after the dandelions have finished for
the bees. Winter cabbage have been a success again, uses up the
vegetable plot when nothing else is in it. I had some bolt due to
the mild spell - nature has the upper hand.
It’s a busy time coming up - winter flowers out spring/summer
bedding soon to go in. Don't be too hasty as a late frost can’t be
ruled out. An excellent show of daffodils this year and thankfully
the dandelions for the bees. I’ve seen the odd swallow quite late
this year - mid April.

Right, I’m off to cut some grass!
Happy gardening!

Chris Gulliford, Parish Ranger
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Polden Medical Practice
Patients’ Participation Group – Woolavington and Edington Surgeries

Did you know that you have a Patients’ Participation Group?

A Patients’  Participation Group, or PPG, is an advisory group of independent patient
volunteers who work with the practice, acting as ”critical friends” to help the
practice improve services for patients. The practice believes that it is extremely
important to have patient involvement in its activities so that it is responsive to
patients’ needs. Patients’ views gathered by the PPG and passed on to the practice
can help to achieve this and influence the provision of health and social care locally.

Nine out of ten patients are diagnosed and treated at the practice without being
referred for further specialist treatment. It is therefore important that the practice’s
resources are used wisely to ensure that each patient receives the best treatment
possible.

What does the PPG do?

● It considers and reports on any suggestions that might improve patient care
●  It treats all suggestions and complaints in the strictest confidence
●  It discusses any changes in the surgery’s services, making sure that patients

are aware of these changes and have the opportunity to comment on them
●  It places articles in the local press to keep patients informed of its activities
●  It notes individual complaints from patients in confidence and brings them

to the attention of the Practice Manager. Because of the need for patient
confidentiality and the formal NHS complaints procedure, complaints are
dealt with personally by the Practice Manager

●  It reviews the general level of complaints received by the practice
●  It supports the practice in organising events such as asthma and flu clinics

and Health Living Day
●  It represents patients on a number of decision making bodies such as NHS

Federation Groups, forums and workshops

PPG Membership

Membership is open to all patients registered with the practice. However, for
practical reasons, the maximum membership of the PPG will be around ten with
one representative for each village, where possible, to ensure even coverage across
the practice area. At present PPG members come from Puriton, Woolavington,
Ashcott, Chilton Polden, Cossington, Moorlinch,and Pawlett.
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PPG meetings

The PPG meets every six weeks on a Thursday morning at 10.30am and meetings
last one hour. The dates and minutes of meetings can be found on the practice
web site http://www.poldenmpnhs.uk and from the surgery reception.

Getting Involved

If you are interested in becoming involved in the PPG please contact me, practice
reception or go on the practice website. Watch out for information on the PPG
display boards in the surgeries. Cllr John Lunn

Get Your Feet Ready for Summer
It's time to discard your boots for sandals and flip flops as spring and summer
approach.  However if your feet are in need of some TLC before they can go on
display, here are some simple and easy tips to lovely looking feet:

● Soak your feet in warm water and dry.  Mix a 50mls of olive oil and 2
tablespoons of sea salt into a paste and rub over your feet focusing on the
hard skin areas.  After drying them, cover in Vaseline/hand/foot cream
and put into a pair of cotton socks.  Keep them on for 6-8 hours-overnight
is best.  Using an old crispy towel rub over your areas that hard skin to
remove excess.

● Massage any remaining cream into the skin.

● Massage olive oil in to your cuticles and leave for 5-10 minutes.  Using an
orange stick push back your cuticles to show an even and smooth nail plate.

● Cut toe nails straight across and never shorter than the top of your toe as
this can lead to an ingrowing nail.  Smooth edges with an emery board.

●Clean nail with polish remover and apply a
base or clear coat before painting (this will
prevent the colour staining the nail).  Apply 2
coats of colour and finish with a top coat (this
will prevent nails chipping and give extra shine).

●Repeat the process every 6-8 weeks for
fabulous feet.

Sally Diaz
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Newsletter Editorial Group
Sally Diaz, Parish Clerk,
Puriton Parish Council

Email: clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tel: 01934 221659

Editor:
Jessica Cather

1 Batch Close, Puriton
Tel: 01278 685113

Email: puritonnews@gmail.com
Assisted by Meg Kanka

From the parish council:
Judith Fletcher, Simon Langley, John Lunn.

Contact details on council page.

If you are putting an event on please send me information to include in
the next newsletter - a poster is always appreciated!

If you want to submit an article or have something to say about what’s
going on in the village we’d love to hear from you.

Please email your contributions to: puritonnews@gmail.com

The deadline for the next newsletter is 30 June 2019.

Your Village Newsletter
Needs You!

This is your newsletter so please contribute
articles for inclusion in it.
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About this Newsletter
This newsletter, while it is strictly non-political, serves as a forum for information and
debate and for the views of the people of Puriton, Downend and Dunball. The views
expressed by individuals and published in this newsletter are not the views of the Parish
Council, nor does the Parish Council necessarily share or endorse such views.
However, un-attributed articles are generally meant to be for information and the
entertainment of the public and as such are largely authoritative.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to accept, reject or edit any material submitted
for publication. Any items containing discriminatory material relating to race, colour,
creed, gender or age, whether implied or implicit, will be rejected outright.

Advertising - Terms and Conditions of Acceptance
Local businesses are invited to advertise in the newsletter - please contact Sally Diaz,
Clerk to the Parish Council, for details - clerk@puritonparishcouncil.gov.uk.
All adverts are accepted on the basis that they comply with the following conditions:

The reproduction and/or publication of any advert does not breach any contract
or infringe or violate any copyright, trademark or any other personal or
proprietary rights.
Adverts comply with the requirements of all relevant legislation and codes of
practice governing the advertising and newsletter industries in force in the
United Kingdom at the time of placing the advert.
All adverts submitted to us are legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other relevant codes under
the general supervision of the Advertising Authority. Lottery or raffles advertised
must be licenced under the appropriate gaming and lotteries legislation.

The Editorial Group reserves the right to alter or abbreviate any advert as they see fit.
The Editorial Group reserves the right to refuse to carry an advert on reasonable
grounds, especially in the spirit of good taste and decency. The Parish Council does not
underwrite any business, product, service or organisation advertised in this newsletter.

Advertising Rates
 4cm x 1 column  (1/8 page)  = £12.50
 4cm x 2 columns  (1/4 page landscape) = £25.00
 8cm x 1 column   (1/4 page portrait) = £25.00
 8cm x 2 columns  (1/2 page)  = £50.00
 16cm x 2 columns (full page)  = £100.00

Rates are payable per annum (Parish Council financial year)
and pro rata and are payable in advance - effective from 1st April 2019.

© Puriton Parish Council - Editorial Group
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Puriton Community Orchard
The orchard is starting to spring to life, and the workers have been enjoying the
benefit of a community space for some well-earned r&r. Well done to all the helpers
who enabled this to come to life, and thank you to YMCA, Fruit-full Communities,

and all the various partners for this
addition to the village. It’s a
wonderful space to have in our village
and will be amazing to watch it
continue to grow in the future!
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