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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11™ April 2017.

In attendance: Clir Judith Fletcher (meeting Chairman) with 15 members of the parish electorate
(including 4 parish councillors and reporters from the Polden Post).
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The meeting Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting. The meeting received the
Chairman’s prepared report (Appendix 1), which reflected on events in the parish over the past
year and those projects the Parish Council look forward to undertaking in 2017. The Chairman
thanked those who have volunteered their time for the benefit of the parish.

Minutes of the 2016 Annual Parish Meeting

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14" April 2016 were
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Report from the Parish Clerk

The Clerk gave a short presentation on the precept set for 2017/18, which has increased to
£35,500 to further cover reduction in the Council Tax support grant whilst enabling projects to
be undertaken for the benefit of the parish.

Parish Grants Awarded 2016/17

Each financial year Puriton Parish Council can award an amount of money to local, non-
commercial groups that benefit the community or part of it.

Puriton Parish Council has a Grants Policy in place to help organisations understand the
process and application for awards. It welcomes suitable applications for consideration in the
October and February meetings each financial year.

The parish council are delighted to have given a total of £3,929 in grant funding during 2016/17,
which included the following good causes:

£500 (with Somerset County Council) to Puriton Afternoon Club

£750 (with Somerset County Council) to Puriton Village Hall for the refurbishment of the
telephone box.

£100 towards the Pride of Puriton celebrations

£1210 to Sunshine Pre-School for 2 sessions of Forest School

£750 to Puriton Primary School in respect of school camp

£20 to Royal British Legion for Remembrance Wreath
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7. £100 to Sedgemoor Citizens Advice
8. £200 to Mendip Community Transport towards transport services in Puriton
9. £299 to Puriton Allotments Assaociation for equipment
Additionally, the Council made £16,000 in grants to:
1. £10,000 to Puriton Village Hall in respect of refurbishment
2. £6,000 to Puriton Playing Fields | respect of street snooker equipment
5. Presentation by Pete Burke on Puriton Inn fundraising for good causes.
Pete explained how the fundraising club grew from what used to be the Puriton Carnival Club
and in 12 years it has given over £19,000 to good causes in Puriton. Pete encouraged resident
and locals to join in with the Puriton Inn quiz to help increase the funds available to good
causes.
6. Good Citizen Awards
Certification Awards for Puriton Good Citizen 2017 were made to:
Jenny Morgan previously of Church Cottage, 5 Rye was presented with a framed certificate and
a trophy in recognition of the significant and numerous projects she has been involved with in
the parish over many years. Jenny has moved from Puriton, but the example she set has gone
on to be an inspiration to others to continue her good works.
A framed certificate was additionally awarded to Marieanne Webber of 16 Newlyn Crescent in
respect of the hard work she has undertaken to help families in Puriton through the Tiny Tots
group. Certificates were additionally awarded to Mel & Charmain Evans of 87 Puriton in
recognition of the high level of help, care and consideration given to their neighbour in her time
of need.
7. Discussion of parish affairs as determined by the meeting.

No matters were raised for discussion.

The meeting closed at 8:30pm.
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Appendix 1 - Chairman’s Report

Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Thank you for coming and apologies for being unable to attend in person; I'm
currently sat in an airport waiting for a plane home from Spain.
What has the council been up to for the last year? Well, quite a lot actually.

Rye Triangle

The Rye triangle has had a lovely facelift. We have made a few necessary structural alterations to the retaining wall
which was basically crumbling away in several places. Further work has to be done on some of the other walls in the
future. The builder, Jerry Pope, built a solid concrete block wall to take the weight of the earth, then reinstated the
natural stone wall to the front, which looks amazing. We installed ducting to accommodate cables that will feed the
Christmas tree and provided a power pillar that can offer a safer and more permanent power supply. This facility
offers both timed and permanent supplies of power for all kinds of events that can take place on the green.

Bus Shelter

After much delay and deliberation, we eventually decided that the bus shelter would get a face lift and a new seat.
With a proper respray and a timber seat manufactured and installed by Gary Blackmore, the bus shelter has been
improved to last a few more years.

Major Grants

The council has invested money back into the community with improvements to the Village Hall committee room
and the addition of a plastic coating to the interior walls, making cleaning easier and reducing wear and tear on our
well-used Village Hall. | think you’ll agree the improvements are a step in the right direction. Puriton Playing Fields
are using a grant from the Parish Council to improve the multi-use games area, by installing new “street snooker”
panels, repairing the fencing and renewing the playing surface. This should allow the MUGA to be used for years to
come.

New Village Signs

We have purchased and are installing new Puriton parish welcome signs at the entrances to the parish, to welcome
you and any newcomers to the village. Nik Lewin and Sue Gould have worked hard on village entrance
improvements at the top of Hall Road, although unfortunately Somerset County Council have forced us to put them
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on hold for the time being due to changes in the road layout caused by housing developments and the access road to
Huntspill Energy Park. However, permission has been granted for a bench on the verge outside the playground.

Downend Noticeboard

Not forgetting residents of Downend, we are installing the Parish Council noticeboard in a more accessible position.
That should have been done by today

Defibrillator

With funding from Villages Together, a defibrillator has been installed outside Court Farm Butchers. We are grateful
to the butchers and Villages Together for allowing us to install this lifesaving piece of kit.

Community Grants

A number of good causes benefitting Puriton have been given community grants by the Parish Council. (listed
separately)

Grass Cutting

We have also been tending some of the community areas that needed a little more TLC than the County Council was
prepared to give them due to funding restrictions. The Parish Council felt that the parish deserved a bit more
attention and we have paid for extra cuts of the verges to ensure we maintain these areas in and around the Parish.

Responses to Consultations and Planning

We have responded to the numerous consultations on planning and other business affecting our community and
the wider area. Some of these applications have been contentious and some have a potential impact on the local
infrastructure and those living adjacent to the developments. We look at every planning application with both the
likely impact on existing residents and the need for development and new housing in mind. We try to offer a
balanced view but also realise that things need to move on.

Neighbourhood Planning

Following on from the excellent response at our little get-together at the Village Hall, the Parish has formally decided
to set up Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. The group’s first meeting will take place very soon. All members of
the community are welcome to participate in getting the Neighbourhood Plan underway. The Plan will give the
community more opportunity to influence planning applications within the Parish and obtain a larger percentage of
the money that developers have to set aside to aid the community and fund projects.

Change of Personnel

In the last year, we have bid a sad farewell to Oli Strawbridge who had been a member of the Parish Council since
the formation of Heart of Puriton. With every loss, there is a new beginning, however, and we have welcomed our
latest recruit, Cllr Tim Salter.

Speaking out for Puriton

We continue to be the voice of the Parish, keeping up the pressure on such matters as the former ROF site (Huntspill
Energy Park), litter at Downend and Dunball, bus services, and road safety at Dunball. We are also represented in the
parish cluster group. We might not always win the argument, but we are at least keeping Puriton in people’s minds
for future debate/consultation.

Dog Fouling

We find it incredible that, in this day and age, dog fouling is something that still goes on. Most dog owners are caring
and sensible, but every day someone in the village reports that people have left their dog poo for unsuspecting folks
to step in. For goodness sake, how long does it take to pick it up and dispose of it properly? You can even putitina
normal litter bin. We are adopting a new strategy now, and in dry weather you will see temporary spray-painted
warnings on pavements. Let’s hope they have the desired effect.
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Local Council Award Scheme

With the guidance of our wonderful Clerk, Mrs Sam Winter, we have qualified for the 2017 Local Councils Award
Scheme.

Puriton Newsletter

With the help and persistence of our wonderful newsletter editor Jessica Cather and that expert in words John Lunn,
we continue to produce a rather good magazine full of news and information about what’s going on in and around
our Parish. We have improved the quality of the magazine, including the addition of colour pages, but it is produced
at a lower cost than the previous version. | would particularly like to thank the small army of volunteers that deliver
the newsletter to every house (we hope) in the Parish.

Action Plan

Every year, the council ponders over what we have achieved, and | have given some examples above. However, this
year, we decided it was time to write a formal Action Plan of projects the Council will pledge to pursue. Some of
these have been completed, like the Rye Triangle, and some have yet to come to fruition, for example, the
skatepark. These things take time and of course money.

Councillors give up their free time to get these things done and to continue to represent the parish to try and make
your community a better place to live. Several of these councillors are not only involved in Parish Council matters
but are on other committees and steering groups, they run the sports centre, bring Christmas to the village, or
represent the community at Villages Together meetings. They do this because they want to; because they care.
Many people in our community are strong believers in getting up and getting on. It’s so easy to sit and criticise those
that work freely for the benefit of the community and for our Parish. It takes people like this to create an
environment that’s worth living in, that says hello in the morning, that sees a neighbour has the essentials to keep
them healthy and living well. It takes people like we have in our Parish to run clubs, pantos, Party in the Park and all
the essential social events that get people together. Whether you’re young or old, able or disabled, we’re very lucky.
These people are among us and they do for you and me the things we can’t be bothered to do. | say thank you to our
councillors and committee members, our community leaders and doers. A big thank you to our newsletter editor
and to our Parish Clerk who keeps us in line. Last but not least, thank you for listening.

Simon Langley
Chairman
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